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W06siA (IQ' — : UJij. Secret ar y-General Javier Perez dc'Cocflar 
Saturday met the head of the Ommumcm of the Mamie Conference 
(OIC)*sweH m Guff ministen hol% talks on regional security in 
Jeddah. Mr. Per e z deCudlar arrived in the SatuS Red Sea port Friday 
firotn Inm and held talks with King Fahd. No details of their talks have 
been disclosed; On Saturday, the OIC said the group's secretary general. 
Homed Al. Gated, d sa w ed with the U.N. cUef relations between the 
two orsamHftioas mid Bus latest regional and international developments. 

An OIC s tat em ent sent to Renters quoted Mir. Gabed as reiterating hts 
support for JMr. Perez de Cuellar's efforts to settle the Afghan proUenu 
Ho said the OIC, uWcb represents the world's Mnstims, was ready to pfay 
a more acdyorpfc: in die search' for a political sohrtioa in Afghanistan. The 
UJf. chief 'is expected, to aige dc Saudis to h"If m i m supplies to the 
Afghan guerrillas. The. Kuwaiti News Agency (KUNA), monitored in 
Cyprus, said Mr. Perez de CoeBar rise held talks with die foreign 
nunw te w of dm sac-nation Gnif Cooperation CotmcO (GCC). 
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Yemen to issue new currency 

SANAA (R) — Yemen, orated after 300 yeans of separation 16 months 
ago, wiD soon sane a new currency, banking sources in Sanaa said 
Saturday. The source s gave no (fane but said new riyal bills were being 
printed in Britain to replace the riyak of what used to be North Yemen 
and dmara of the former South. Both are still legal tender. One dollar at 
the present official rates is equivalent to 12 rivals and 0.4613 dinars. The 
sources did not know what the new rate would be. Ihe Marxist South and 
con se rv at ive North merg e d in May 1990 to form the Arabian Peninsula's 
most populated country. On Saturday, Yemeni Prime Minister Haider 
Abu Baker A1 Anas received the head of the International Monetary 
Fund's Middle East department, Abdul Sbakour Shamlan. who is 
currently visiting Yemen. Radio Sanaa said the two officials discussed the 
country's needs and its relations with the IMF. It gave no details. Iraq's 
finance tnimaer, Majeed Abed Jaafor, also arrived in the Yemeni capital 
to disetzss bilateral cooperation with his counterpart Elwi ScJch A1 Salami, 
the official Yemeni news agency Saba reported. 
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Privatebank 
approved In Iraq 

BAGHDAD (R) — Approval 
has been given for Iraq’s first 
private bank for 27. yeai* the 
Iraqi Chamber of Commerce 
said. It said that foe Dijlah (Tig- 
ris) Bank would lave an operat- 
ing capital of 100 ntQHon' 

— S310 million at the official rate 
of exchange. A preparatory com- 
mittee which been examining 
foe proposed bank's operating 
ability since Tuesday said its crea- 
tion would enhance in vestment in 
Iraq: TbeRevotation Command 
jponncfl issued a law in July 
fallowing private commercial 
banks to open. All banks were 
nationalised in 1964 .Iraq's bank- 
ing system at present consists of 
the central bank, the sole hank of 
monetary issue, and two state-rim 
banks, foe Rashid and foe Rafi- 
tfam. - 

Tunisia holds 
bye-elections Oct 13 

TUNIS (R) — Officials said 
Saturday bye-elections would be 
held on Oct 13 to fill nine vacant 
seats in parliament. President 
Zine Al Abidine Ben Ali said last 
week he would allow only opposi- 
tion parties to field candidates for 
the seats. The ruling party, foe 
Democratic Constitutional 
Assembly (BCD), has always had 
a monopoly in foe 141-seat dum- 
ber of deputies: The Socialist 
'Democrats Movement (MDS), 
the main opposition party, has 
announced it will not take part in 
jjfhe bye-elections, saying “the 
apolitical, media, legal and adnrir 
histrative conditions for credible 
elections,” had not been fulfilled. 
The government has not yet re- 
sponded- to foe MDS decision. 
Five smaller opposition parties 
were due to announce their deci- 
sions over the weekend. The bye- 
etectiww wjp beheld in twoTiqri* 
con sti t u encies and 1 in Soosse, Jfe* 
douba, Le Kef, Tatoume, Mon- 
stir and Niajheul. 

EC hails U.S.-SovIet 
agreement to halt 
Afghan arms supply 

THE HAGUE (AP) — The 
Enropean Community (EC) ■— 
on Saturday praised the United 
States and the Soviet Union for 
agieemg to cot off arms supplies 
to war-tom Afghanistan. The EC 
said in a statement it believes the 
move will help bring an end to the 
13-year Afghan civil war, dealing' 
the way for “elections and for a 
lasting political settlement.*’ The 
ECs one-sentence reaction to die 
.S. -Soviet announcement, 

' made Friday in Moscow by U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
and Soviet Foreign Minister Boris 
Pankin, was issued cm behalf of 
the EC by the Dutch Foreign 
Ministry. The Netherlands cur- 
rently bolds the rotating EC pres- 
idency. In their joint declaration, 
Mr. Baker and Mr. Pankin iged 
other nations to halt arms iMp-' 
ments to Afghanistan, but a 
Dutch Foreign Mnrisny spokes- 
man coufo not estimate the extent 
of EC natiems” aims trade with 
the country. 

4 Moscow policemen 
killed in two weeks 

MOSCOW (AP) — Moscow 
police are considering going on 
strike after four police officers 
were killed in the fine of duty in 
the past two weeks, the main 
Moscow daily report e d Saturday. 
The growth of uncontrolled pri- 
vate business, foe formation of 
bands and massive 
rraption have led to a sharp 
rise in Moscow’s crime over foe 
past two years. Many Muscovites 
now fear to venture out after 
dark. At the same time, political 
disputes have left Moscow’s 
police force effectively without a 
chief for months. The daily Mbs- 
kovskaya Pravda revealed that 
■four poBce officers had died on 
Moscow streets in the part fort- 
night ft blamed the underworld 
far ah four deaths. The most 
recast tiffing occurred last week 
Fhett.M. Pravdyuk was found 
foot tn the chest by a colleague 
; home in foe early hoars of 
jr. An ambulance took 
an hour to reach the wounded 
officer, who died at -a. hospital 
force hours later. A 37-year-old. 
member of a private cooperative 
arts charged with k3fingLieiite- 
nant Prioriyuk with a bullet fttun 
>4 homemade, smaQ-cafibea-obtol, 
w Pravda said. ‘ 


Baathist Party 
replaces Hammadi 
with Zubaidi 


BAGHDAD, (Agencies) — 
Iraq’s ruling Baath Parly has re- 
tired Prime Minister Saadoun 
Hammadi. foe ttigfaestHranking 
Shite Mnriim in foe cabinet, and 
replaced him with a deputy, Iraqi 
media reported Saturday. 

The party’s 10th regional con- 
ference also removed Dr. Ham- 
madi from, the Revolution Com-' 
man d Council (ROC), the body 

through winch President RuAfam 
Hussein rales Iraq, and reelected 
President Saddam as the Baath 
Command's secretary-general, 
foe Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
said. 

The steps Friday night seemed 
to indicate a conflict within foe 
Iraqi leadership, but also made 
dear that President Saddam re- 
mained in charge. 

The official agency queued Ira- 
qi Television as saying at dawn 
Saturday that President Saddam 
presided over a meeting of tire 
party’s new command. 

President Saddam signed foe 
decree removing Dr: Hammadi 
after the premier’s removal by 
the Baath conference, INA said. 

Dr. Hammadi was appointed 
six months ago as both Shiites 
and Kurds were rebelling just 
after the Gulf war. At the tune. 


the appointment of a Shuts from 
the holy city of Karbala whs seen 
as an attempt ' to moOfly tire 
Shntes. 

Dr. Hammadi is an American 
educated economist who is 
known as an advocate of political 
reform. He pressed for an end to 
Iraq’s eight-year war with Iran 
long before the conflict was stop- 
ped in 1968. 

The news agency said Dr. 
Hammadi was replaced by Depu- 
ty Premier Mohammad Hamza 
Al ZubaidL It said' that Hassan 
Ali Nassar also was removed as a 
member of the Revolution Com- 
mand Council. 

The new command council has 
16 members in addition to Presi- 
dent Saddam, INA said. The 
deputy secretary-general is Izzat 
Ibrahim, it said. 

Among the members are De- 
puty Prime Minster Tareq Aziz, 
who became well known during 
the Gulf war, and AH Hassan Al 
Majid, a cousin of President Sad- 



INA said that a new political 
statement from the Baath Party 
regional conference will be issued 
in foe next few days, along with a 
speech tint President Saddam 
made to tire conference. 


Dr. Hammadfs di s mi ss al was 
due to lack of s u pport in the 
Baath Party elections, television 
and radio reports of the meeting 
said. 

“In the fight of the results of 
the elections endorsed by tire 
10 th regional congress of the 
Arab Socialist Baath Party, ...the 
RCC deckled the following: ROC 
member Dr. Saadoun Hammadi 
shall be relieved of his mem- 
bership of the council,” Iraqi 
radio said. 

The B aath Party was the only 
political group allowed to operate 
in Iraq until the RCC this month 
approved legislation p erm itt in g 

(Continued on page 5) 


British hostage expected to be 
freed today; American to follo^ 


JIBSHEET, Lebanon (Agendas^- 

- A, pro-Iranian cleric said 
Saturday a British hostage would 
be released within 24 hours and a 
Muslim fundamentalist source 
said an American may follow him 
to freedom. 

Sheikh Ahmad Taleb, who suo 
ceededffizbollah (Party of God) 
cleric Sbeikfa Abdul Karim Obck) 
as spiritual leader of Jibsheet 
following Sheikh ObekTs kidnap- 
piqg by Israel in 1909, told Ren- 
ters tire hostage would be a Bri- 
ton. 

“Despite (die cootimring de- 
tention of Sheikh Obeid) a 
(Western) hostage wiD be re- 
leased very soon so there won’t 
be any pretext for the others 
(Israel) to freeze the rotation for 
this crisis,” he added, saying tire 
hostage would be freed within 24 
boors. 

Two Britons are among up to 
10 Westerners held hostage in 
Lebanon. They are Terry Waite, 
the Church of England envoy 
who was kidnapped in January 
1989, and fanner World War H 
fighter pQot Jack Mann, who was 
seized in May, 1989. 

The pro-Iranian Revolutionary 
Justice Organisation (RJO) said 
Thursday it held Mr. Msam, 77, 
and muled a photograph off him to 


authenticate a statement wekom- 
ipg Israel's release of SI prisoners 
Wednesday. 

Sunnie Mann returned to 
Beirut Friday from Loodon In 
hopes her husband would be the 
next to be freed. 

Sheikh Taleb said a concfition 
for the hostage crisis being re- 
solved was that Israel should 
agree to release Sheikh Obeid 
“otherwise Israel will be re- 
sponsible for blocking a solution 
to this issue.” 

Referring to brad’s release of 
foe 51 Arabs Wednesday, he 
said: “The initiative by brael to 
release tire prisoners was inooun 
plete... it was expected that tire 
Israeli initiativ e would (have) 
come by releasing Sheikh Obeid. 

Sheikh Obeid is the most 
pr omin e n t of hundreds of Arab 
prisoners held by brad and the 
Israeli-backed South Lebanon 
Army (SLA). 

Tire kidnappers, who freed Bri- 
ton John McCarthy and Amer- 
ican Edward Tracy a month ago, 
say Sheikh Obdd should be 
among the first pris o ners to be 
released. 

Bat Israel wants to keep him to 
ensure the retnnrof six Israeli 
se rvi c emen missing in Lebanon 
or their remains. 


A Muslim fundamentalist 
source dose to the problem said 
an American could also be re- 
leased soon if the pro-Iranian 
kidnappers received guarantees 
from brad that Sheikh Obeid 
would be among the next batch of 
prisoners freed by tire Jewish 
state. 

“There could be a release of an 
American hostage as wefl as tire 
British,” said foe source, ,who 
declined to be identified. 

“ft an American comes out tins 
means the talks about Obdd 
would be solved and he would 
come out with tire next group,” 
he said. “Israel would have 
guaranteed Obeid would be in 
tire next group.” 

Five Americans are held hos- 
tage in Lebanon inchxding Terry 
Anderson, kidnapped in March 
1985 and tire longest-held cap- 
tive. 

Nabih Beni, leader of the 
Shiite M us li m Amal nufitia, said 
a Westerner bdd in Lebanon 
would soon be freed and the 
Middle East hostage crisis would 
be over within two to three 
months. 

Asked if he expected the next 
move from Israel with another 

(Cmtkused n page 3) 


Investigators question Gorbachev; 
Baker pledges aid to Baltic states 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev 
answered questions for two hours 
Saturday about last month's 
coup, becoming the first Soviet 
leaner to face interrogation in a 
criminal case. - 

The niece of Soviet state 
founder Vladimir Learn callqd for 
a refere n d um to decide on tire 
fate of lus embalmed body, fuell- 
ing a row between liberal n3br- 
mers and remnants of foe discre- 
dited Communist Party. 

In the Baltics, U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker promised 
the three -newty-independent 
states of Latvia, Lithuania and 
Estonia $14 imllkm In aid' to 
nqjpqrt their emerging democra- 
cies. 

Tension continued to nm high 
cm tire Soviet Union’s southern 
ran in the republics of Georgia 
and Azerbaijan. 

2h a letter to Pravda, Olga 
Ulyanova sharply criticised a 
proposal by liberals to move tire 
embalmed body erf Lenin, .who 


died in 1924, from its Red Square 
mausoleum and bury him in St. 
Pet e tsbn rg alongside his mother. 
“The grave.. .would become a 
ace for jeering on tire ashes of 
laefimn Lenin ” Ms. Ulyanova 
wrote. “A decision about moving 


tire body of VX Lenin can be 
taken only by a countrywide re- 
ferendum.” 

The marble tomb housing 
Latin’s corpse became a com- 
munist shrine visited by countless 
milKona after it was built in 1929. 

Removal of hs body would 
deal a huge symbolic Mow to tire 
disgraced Communist Party, 
whose activities were suspended 
by President Goctacbev after last 
month’s failed coop. 

The co n troversy edne to come 
to a head on OcL 2 at tire first 
session (rf the Supreme Soviet 
under the new post-coop power 
structure, dominated by indi- 
vidnal republics. 

In tile breakaway Republic of 
Georgia, the nationalist lead- 
ership, under fire from intrfteo 
teals and students, postponed the 
start of foe school year.. 

Georgian authorities abo ban- 
ned publication and distribution 
of Soviet ne w spa p ers as organs of 
a “hostile state.” 

The repubfic’s capital Tbilisi 
has betel the scene of daily de- 
monstrations for and aga i n st 
President Zviad Gamsakhmtfia, 
an ardent nation a lis t w ho seeks to 
take Ms volatile republic to inde- 
pendence from tire Soviet Union. 

ffis critics accuse Inm of repres- 


sing non-Georgian minorities in 
Georgia and of increasing dic- 
tatorial behaviour in his republic 
of 5.4 million people. 

At least 3,000 Georgians de- 
monstrated agwwst 1 Mr. Gam- 
Bafcf m r rfi fl on Friday in the blest 
large stnxtprott and later mar- 
ched to the university to supp ort 
a protest .vigil by academics. 

In Azerbaijan, unidentified hi- 
jackers held 84 passengers hos- 
tage on a train they seized at 
Ordubad in the Soviet auton- 
omous republic of Nakhichevan 
near the banian border, Soviet 
Television reported. 

Azerbaijan, which declared it- 
self independent after the coup, 
has been tense since an ill- 
tempered presidential election 
last Sunday. 

Incumbent President Ayaz 
Mutafibov was reelected as the 
sole candidate after 


parties, arguing him 
sympathised with the coup, 
boycotted the poD. 

Nakhichevan, which lies be- 
tween Armenia, Turkey and 
ban, took no part in the election, 
saying Mr. Mutafibov had no 
moral right to lead Azerbaijan. 

Mr. Baker, speaking in Tallixm 

(Continued on page 5) 


Bush gets powerful supporter in 
row over Israel loan guarantee 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bush’s pubfic cam- 
paign to bold Dp $10 billion in 
loan guarantees to Israel has 
gained a powerful supporter with 
Senator Robert Byrd ur g in g foe 
Senate to heed the president's 
request for deby. 

The West Virginia senator, 
chairman of the Appropriations 
Committee, which controls all 
spending Mils, said in a Senate 
speedh Friday. “Let’s give the 
president a chance on this one. 
Let's give him, at least, the be- 
nefit of the doubt.” 

Mr. Bush has called for a four- 
month deby in congressional ac- 
tion on U.S. government guaran- 
tees of loans that Israel is seeking 
to help it accommodate a huge 
influx of Soviet Jews. 

In doing so, Mr. Bush has 
taken on the powerful pro-Israeli 
lobby, which on Thursday coor- 
dinated 130 -strong grassroots 
campaign by Jewish groups to 
persuade members of Congress to 
su ppor t the gu a rantees. 

Mr. Byrd, the Senate’s most 
senior Democrat echoing words 
nsed by Mr. Bush in a Thursday 
news conference, said tire Sen- 
ate’s chief concern was to take 
action that would harm the pros- 


pects for an Arab-IsraeU peace 
co nfer e n ce. 

Referring to the U.S. role in 
the Gulf war, Mr. Byrd said: 
“Those who seem anxious to 
throw a peace conference into 
confusion and risk its fragile pros- 
pects ought to remember the 
co mmitm e n ts we have just fulfil- 
led to Israel, to stability and 
peace in the region.” 

Mr. Byrd said he did not be- 
fieve that 120 days was an un- 
reasonable period to wait to allow 
the peace process to go forward. 

The confrontation between 
Mr. Bush and the pro-Israeli lob- 
by has raised fears among Israel’s 
supporters in Congress of damage 
to U.S. ties with tire Jewish state. 
They are seeking a compromise. 

Mr. Bush’s stance is said to 
stem from his deep opposition to 
Israel’s aggressive policy of set- 
tling Jews in the occupied West 
Bank, which could eventually 
make it impossible fra- Israel to 
concede any territory as part of a 
peace settlement. 

“Fm up agatng* some powerful 
political forces but I owe it to the 
American people to tdl them 
bow strongly I feel about defer- 
ral,” Mr. Bush told reporters 
Thursday. 


Tm going to stand for what I 
believe here. And I believe tire 
American people will be with me 
if we put it on this question of 
principle,” be said. 

In an interview on NBC’s ‘To- 
day” television show on Friday, 
Israeli Defence Minister Moshe 
Arens said be did not think the 
U.S.-Israel relationship would be 
damaged but voiced concern that 
the Arab World might see the 
issue as a bargaining chip at a 
Middle East peace conference. 

“That I don’t think would be 
helpful to the peace process,” he 
said. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak S hamir 
said Friday that tire issue was a 
matter between Congress and the 
U.S. administration. 

“At this moment the straggle is 
internal, between congressmen 
who support and who express 
understanding of the needs of 
Israel, and foe administration,” 
Mr. Shamir told reporters upon 
his return from France. 

His remarks made a showdown 
between Israel and its powerful 
lobby in Washington on one side, 
and tire Bosh administration on 
the other, appear almost inevit- 
able. 

This is despite a widely-held 



view on both sides that neither 
stands to gain from tire confronta- 
tion. 

If Mr. Bush vetoes congres- 
sional approval of the aid, as he 
has said he would, he risks losing 
Jewish support for his reeiection 
campaign. 

Even rf Israel defeats Mr. 
Bush, tire battle is sure to have a 
lasting negative effect on rela- 
tions between the two countries. 

But Israeli government sources 
say privately that Israel cannot 
back down on this issue even if it 
means losing in Congress. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Mideast peace conference is 
6 within grasp 9 — Djerejian 


WASHINGTON (USB) — Pres- 
ident Bush should be supported 
in his request fire a “pause fire 
peaoe*Yin tire Middle East, Ed-, 
ward Djerejian, tire president’s 
choice -tobe tire next- ass istan t 
secretary of state for Near East- 
ern and South Asian affairs, told 
the U.S. Senate Friday. 

Testifying at his confirmation 
hearing before tire Senate Fore- 
ign Relations committee, Mr. 
Djerejian said the president's re- 
quest to defer consideration of 
uraeTs request of a $ 10,000 mil- 
lion bousing loan guarantee for 
120 days “» about peace between 
Israel and its Arab neighbours.” 
The prospects of launching a 
pea c e conference are within our 
grasp and should not be missed,” 
be said. “The president feels very 
strongly about this issue.” 

“ft is the president’s view, and 
that of his advisors, that to enter 


into a debate on this issue could 
threaten the peace process,” Mr. 
Djerejian said. 

In a_ prepared statement to the 
com mi tt e e, Mr. Djerejian stres- 
sed that tire U.S. commitiiient to 
Israel’s security “is u nwa ve rin g." 
He added, “We are equally re- 
solved to work tor a comprehen- 
sive and durable peace settlement 
between Israel and its Arab 
neighbours, including the Palesti- 
nians.” 

“A peace conference winch 
will bring all the parties to the 
table for tire first tune a at hand,” 
he said. “We are working on a 
timetable to put together a peace 
co n fere n ce as quickly as possi- 
ble.” 

Mr. Djerejian, a career (fipk>- 
mat who for tire past three years 
served as ambassador to Syria, 
said that tire president, in his 
Sept. 12 press confe re nce, noted 


the amount of hard work tint has 
gone into tire U.S. peace effort. 

T can witness personally to tire 
extensive work that Secretary of 
State James Baker did in Damas- 
cus in order to get Syria to foe 
peace conference table and open 
up the prospect of direct negotia- 
tions between Syria and Israel,” 
he said. Mr. Djerejian said he 
was directly involved in those 
negotiations, as well as in the 
talks between President Bush and 
Syrian President Hafez Al Assad. 

“The negotiations were exten- 
sive, they were very difficult,” he 
recounted. One meeting between 
Mr. Baker, President Assad and 
the Syrian foreign minister lasted 
nine boms and 45 minutes, he 
said, adrfing that tire progress 
made in those talks laid the 
foundation for the upcoming 

( Catbir d ou page 5) 


Nepalese soldier killed in S. Lebanon 


TYRE, Lebanon, (Agencies) — 
Unidentified gunmen killed a 
■Nepalese soldier with U.N. 
peacekeeping' forces in South 
Lebanon Saturday, one day after 
a Swedish soldier was killed by 
Israeli-backed nrifitiamen. 

The gonmen also wounded one 
Nepalese soldier when they 
opened fire ou a U.N. patrol 
which challenged them jnst west 
of the village of Yater, a UJST. 
-spokesman said. 

“The Nepalese soldiers re- 
turned fire and one gunman was 
killed,” added Timor GokseL, 
spokesman for tire United Na- 
tions Interim Force in Lebanon 
(UN IFIL) . 

' UNIFIL has recently increased 
its presence and patrols in the 
Yater area, one kilometre north 
of Israel’s self-declared “security 
in South Lebanon, after 


several violent incidents, he said. 

Israel Rafoo said the guerrilla 
squad was on its way to launch a 
Katyusha rocket into Israel, but 
Mr. Goksel denied die report. 

There was a report of an 
explosion, but it was probably 
from a RPG (rocket propelled 
grenade),” he said, adding that 
no Katyushas were found. 

The lading of the Ne palese 
soldier brought the UNXFIL 
death toll in Lebanon to 182 since 
the nine-nation peacekeeping 
force was set np in 1978 after an 
Israeli incursion into the sooth. 

A Sweetish soldier was killed 
and five peacekeepers were 
wounded Friday when the Israeli- 
backed South Lebanon Army 
(SLA ) fired on guerrillas holding 
12 UNIFIL soldiers hostage. 

The guerrillas were on then- 
way to Israel in rubber dinghies 


when Israeli gunb oats chased 
them ashore near UNIFIL head- 
quarters in the southern 
Lebanese village of Naqoura. 

Mr. Goksel said the SLA 
ignored requests not to attack 
during negotiations to free tire 
hostages. The SLA said it was 
acting in “self defence” when it 
opened fire on a hut where the 
captives were held. 

One guerrilla was killed and 
two guerrillas, one wounded, sur- 
rendered to the SLA and Israeli 
troops after shooting. 

The U.N. Security Council was 
told three ot her g nerrillas cap- 
tured by UNIFIL before the 
hostage-taking said they had 
come from Cyprus to attack 
jmirii military targets. 

The three guerrillas were hand- 
ed over to the Lebanese army. 


Islamists 
under 
attack — 
Shbeilat 

By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN —The Islamic movements 
in Jordan believe they arc being 
targetted by the government through 
arrests made against an Islamic group 
that calls itself “Prophet Moham- 
mad’s Army,” an Islamic deputy said 
Satin day. 

Independent Islamist deputy Lahh 
Shbeilat contended at a press confer- 
ence held in (ns office that the govern- 
ment was targetting all the Islamic 
religious groups to obstruct their 
efforts to reject the ongoing peace 
process in the Middle East. 

Mr. ShbcOat specifically re f erred to 
the government crack-down on 
“Ptophet Mohammad’s Army” and 
said although he did not know any- 
thing about the group he saw it as an 
ex a mp le of what he described as the 
government campaign Mam - 

Bt groups. “We are all targetted...,” 
he said. 

Over 150 alleged members of the 
group were arrested since July and 
the g overnmen t said the group was 
responsible for several attacks, in- 
ducting two car-bomb explosions 
which crippled two people. 

Many of the arrested were released 
subsequently and Interior Minister 
Jawdat Sboul said early this month 
that 18 remained in detention and 
they would soon be pot on trial at the 
state security court. 

“There is no doubt that we are ah 
targetted because we are the major 
obstacle to the peaceful solution — 
the solution of surrender,” Mr. 
Shbeilat c laim ed. 

The Islamic movements, the largest 
of which is the Muslim Brotherhood, 
reject the U.S.-brokered Middle East 
peace process. They do not recognise 
the existence of Israel and strongly 
beGeve that ah of Palestine most be 
liberated through jihad (holy war). 

(Continued on page 5) ' 


Iraq: U.S. committed ‘odious crimes 9 in war 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — B ag hda d 
accused the Uuited States Saturday of 
“odious c rime s” during 
foe Guff war tedwBag the burial afire 
of Iraqi troops. . 

The U.S. Defence Department said 
Thursday that many Iraqi troops were 
buried alive in trendies by U.S. tanks 
fitted whh ploughbl&des in a key 
a a san h du ring flic final days of the 
six-week-war. 

The United States has co mmitted 
another odious crime that w31 remain 
a mark of disgrace in its festoty," the 
Iraqi News Agency (INA) quoted an 
Information Ministry spokesman as 

laying. 

"American warplanes had also 
bombed for four consecutive days 
tens of thousands of retreating Iran 
troops whh air feel bombs... which 
an described by experts as small 
nndear bombs,” be said. 

Thousands of Iraqis were trapped 
by allied aircraft and annour as they 
tried to withdrew on the main high- 
way from Kuwait to Iraq in the final 

days of the war- 

“The (UJ5.) mffitaiy and pofitkal 
object i ve of Iraq’s withdrawal from 


Kuwait had ben achieved after Iraq 
declared its a cc ep t an ce of (U.N.) 
Security Council resolutions,” he 
added. 

Pentagon spokesman Fete WQKams 
has said that many Iraqis were buried 
by the rW fm mg tO a ffi r m or 

deny published reports that it could 
have ranged from hundreds to 
thousands. 

“There is no provision m the Gene- 
va convention that would prohibit this 
ope ra tion," be sad, adding “war is 
bdL” 

Neither Iraq not the Pentagon bare 
provided any official estimate of Iraqi 
deaths daring foe war. 

The U.S. Defence Intelligence 
Agency said at one pamt that op to 
lOOjOOO Iraqi troops could have been 
Idled and 19 to 300,000 wounded in 
the war, but said that estimate was a 
vague gam at best. 

Iraqi ofl sales 

A proposed U.N. Security Council 
rcaohni on retain a Baft of $1j6 
bffion for I rap od sales, ignoring 
suggestions from the secretary- 


general to raise by 50 per cent the 
amount of o3 Iraq oonld mari** 

The resoluti on , circulated among 
council members Friday, has been 
approved by the major powers and 
leaves in place the originally agreed 
quantity of od which Iraq oonld sell 
for its emergency needs and pay Gulf 
war debts over a six-month period. 

It is doe to be discussed by council 
members Wednesday and adopted 
before Friday, allowing Iraqi ofl to 
reach international markets for the 
first time since a trade embargo was 
nuposed 15 mouths ago when Iraq 
invaded Kuwait. 

Dif fer en ce s b e tw een Western na- 
tions and Secretary-General Javier 
Pbrez de Goellar weans .smoothed over 
in his report last week as well as in the 
resofetkm. 

His report tfid not insist foe council 
aut hori se an i nun c di a to in c rease in 
Iraqi oil sales and tire (haft resolution 
-reaffirms flu coanriTs i»HM»Kwn "to 
review this sum on the basis of its 
oogtiing assessment of foe needs and 
re qui teintuis ." 

But bis report made dear that new 
U .N. assessments of Iraq emergency 


needs bad already been done and the 

connoTs arithmetic was about 50 pet 
cent too low. He warned that Iraq’s 
food supply and health needs could 
result in a “feU-scale famine and a 
major human disaster” over lire next 
few months. 

The new draft resolution imple- 
ments die U.N. chiefs report, which 
outlines unprecedented U.N. moni- 
toring of Iraq's oil sales. AH contracts 
have to be approved by the countiTi 
sanctions committee with monies de- 
posited in a U.N, escrow account. 

After monies for remaratioos to wat 
victims and other U.N. costs arc 
deducted, Iraq ean purchase 
emergency provi si ons under U.N. su. 
perririoa. International agencies wiQ 
also monitor the dtstributiou of food. 

The document emphasises font the 
od, wfafle raider Iraqi tide, is immune 
from any legal claims and demands all 
states ensure foe proceeds are pro- 
tected in domestic courts. 

Iraq, which has tittle choke but to 
accept the U.N. programme, has 
attacked it bitterly as a stranglehold 
do tire country's econo mi c tife and 
d e m a nded trade bans be lifted. 
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P akistan gives cautious welcom 
to Afghanistan arms agreement 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — Pakis- 
tan has welcomed Friday’s U.S.- 
Soviet agreement to stop sup- 
plying arms to combatants in 
Afghanistan as “a move in the 
right direction” but said it would 
have been better as part of an 
overall peace package. 

Foreign Secretary Shahary ar 
Khan, visiting Iran with President 
Ghulazn Ishaq Khan, said Pakis- 
tan has always wanted such an 
accord to be linked with a cease- 
fire between rebels and the 
Soviet- backed government in 
Kabul 

“The fact that it emerged with- 
out the package does make it a 
little bit difficult,” he told repor- 
ters. 

“But it is a move in the right 
direction. We feel that anything 
that moves in the direction of a 
political settlement is good and 
would be a help and an impulse to 
the political process.” 

Mr. Khan said Pakistan now 
hoped that a settlement would 
emerge by the begin ning of Janu- 
ary, when the arms cut-off is due 
to take effect. 

“We feel the next three months 
are very vital,” he said. “We 
hope we can pot things together 
in this time.” 

Pakistan, host to three million 
Afghan refugees and seven prom- 
inent guerrilla groups, will play a 
key role in any Afghan settle- 
ment. 

It has declared support for a 
five-point peace plan launched in 
May by U.N. Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar, which 
provides for a ceasefire, interim 
government and free elections. 

Mr. Khan said it was too early 
to say if Pakistan would itself cut 
off aims supplies to the rebels. 

He denied that Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar, who met the Pakistani 
president in Tehran Thursday, 
had asked Islamabad to do so. 

And he dismissed claims in 
Tehran this week by Sibghatullah 
Mojadedi, a moderate leader of 


the Mujabedeen guerrillas, that 
elements in the Pakistani gov- 
ernment had backed an alleged 
plot by hardline guerrillas to 
attack Kabul and spark a coup 
there. 

“I would discount that' 
altogether,” Mr. Khan said. “I 
can tell you fins is not so at all.” 

Opponents in the Afghan riVQ 
war also welcomed the U.S.- 
Soviet agreement, but the rebels 
said they would continue fighting 
the government. 

Afghan President Najibullah 
told a cabinet meeting foe agree- 
ment was “a significant and vain- 
able step,” foe official Kabul 
Radio said. 

Two major guerrilla parties 
based in Pakistan also welcomed 
it and called for strict imple- 
mentation. saying the arms cutoff 
would hasten foe collapse of Mr. 
Najibullah’s government. 

Conversely, senior government 
sources in Kabul said they hoped' 
the agreement would increase 
pressure on guerrillas for a poli- 
tical settlement of the 13-year-old 
conflict. 

They said that Pakistan and 
Sandi Arabia, key backers of the 
Mujabedeen along with the Un- 
ited States and Iran, must also cut 
their supplies. 

Earlier TASS news agency said 
Mr. Najibullah has welcomed 
“with open satisfaction” the 
agreement announced in Moscow 
by U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker and Soviet Foreign- Minis- 
ter Boris Pankin. 

TASS quoted Soviet Foreign 
Ministry officials as saying Mr. 
Najibullah fully backed foe prop- 
osal for both superpowers to end 
supplies by January 1992 and 
called on other parties involved in 
the conflict to do the same. 

The Hezb-I-Islami party of 
radical guerrilla leader Gulbud- 
din Hekmatyar said arms deliver- 
ies to the waning sides had 
amounted to intervention by foe 
supplying countries. 


“We hope they will strictly 
abide by the agreement in this 
regard and stop their interference 
and intervention in the affaire of 
Afghanistan," a Hezb statement 
said. 

An Afghan rebel news agency 
quoted Mr. Hekmatyar as saying 
in an interview that there could 
be no solution of the Afghan 
crisis unless the Kabul govern- 
ment were toppled. 

Jamiat-I-Isiami guerrilla party 
leader Burhanuddin Rabbani 
said: “If foe Soviet Union has 
realty decided to cut off assist- 
ance (to Kabul) we welcome it” 

But he rejected an appeal from 
Mr. Perez de Cuellar for the 
Mujabedeen not to attack Kabul, 
adding that foe rebels always 
tried to target military installation 
rather than civilian areas. 

Despite the agreement guerril- 
Jas fired rockets into Kabul Radio 
said. 

Hezb, which has taken an in- 
creasingly vociferous stance 
against U.S. involvement in 
Afghanistan, was delighted at foe 
news of the Moscow agreement 

“We are very happy, we are 
rejoicing,” Hezb official Nawab 
Salim said by telephone from the 
northwestern Pakistani town of 
Peshawar. “We all believe that 
Najibullah will go in a very short 
time in Kabul.” 

Mr. Salim said Hezb believed 
foe United States and Mbsoow 
had been acting in league to 
prevent a fundamentalist Muslim 
government emerging a Kabul. 

He said Mr. Hekmatyar, who is 
with Hezb forces south of Kabul, 
believed that Mr. Najibullah’s' 
hold on power would fall apart as 
soon as news spread of Moscow’s 
decision to halt arms supplies. 

Mr. Hekmatyar was heavily . 
involved in a coup attempt by 
Afghan Defence Minister 
Shahnawaz Tanai in March last 
year and believed another 
attempt could be made to topple 
Mb’. Najibullah. 


Security Council demands 
Iraq allow use of helicopters 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The president of foe Security 
Council on Friday warned Iraq’s 
. U.N. ambassador that Baghdad 
must allow U.N. weapons iiupec- 
tore to use German heHcopters or 
face possible punitive measures. 

Iraq recently has refused to 
. permit U.N. inspectors to use 
three German helicopters with 
German crews in its territory. 
Iraqi officials called foe use of 
foreign aircraft a violation of 
Iraqi sovereignty and offered Ira- 
qi helicopters to the U.N. inspec- 
tors. 

“I have issued a very dear 
warning to the Iraqi ambassador 
that foe Security Council wants 
'.'.its resolutions (on Cooperation) 
* with arms inspectors) to be fully 
> : implemented,” said French 
'" Ambassador Jean-Bernard 
' ■Merimec, who is the council’s 
monthly president 

Mr. Merimee spoke with re- 
porters after meeting briefly with 
Iraq’s envoy, Abdul Amir A1 
An ban. 

Earlier Friday, the council had 
met for dosed consultations and 
instructed Mr. Merimee, as presi- 
- dent, to deliver a strong warning 
to the Iraqi ambassador. 

“There was no discussion of a 
possible penalty,” he said. “It 
was not a threat or an ultimatum, 
but a warning ... that this situa- 
tion is very serious,” Mr. 
Merimee said. 

Privately, however, other 
council members called the warn- 
ing an ultimatum. 

Mr. An ban later told repor- 
ters: “It was very clear warning, 
yes, but I don't know yet the 
response of my government. Tm 
.* only a messenger.” 

U.S. Ambassador Thomas 


Pickering said: “All inspections 
dearly have to go ahead if foe 
process is be made correct and 
that is what we demand that foe 
.Iraq’s _ do. I think foe next steps 
would not be so pleasant.” 

He declined to say what the 
next steps conkl be. 

“This is Iraq’s most serious 
breach of the ceasefire in recent 
months ... and it will have very 
serious and grave consequences if 
it persists,” he said. 

Council diplomats, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said that 
if Iraq does not comply on tire 
helicopter issue, it could face 
cancellation of a U.N.-authorised 
oil sale, suspension of the work of 
the Sanctions Committee which 
approves humanitarian s hip me n ts 
to Iraq, a blockade of Iraqi air 
space or even a limited mifitaxy 
incursion. 

However, the diplomats, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said there was no official 
draft resolution authorising the 
use of force. 

They also said it could be 
difficult for the council to 
approve a resolution further 
punishing Iraq because Baghdad 
already is suffering from foe 
effects of the Gulf war and U.N. 
economic sanctions. 

The Security Council last year 
authorised the use of force to 
drive Iraqi forces from Kuwait, 
and the April 3 U.N. ceasefire 
resolution refers indirectly to the 
use of force to compel Iraq to 
meet its post-war obligations. 

Under terms of the U.N. cease- 
fire, Iraq is required to cooperate 
with U.N. arms inspectors 
directed to investigate its 
weapons progr amm es and to eH- 


. inmate its nuclear, chemical and 
biological weapons capabilities. 
U.N. teams are also mandated to 
oversee the de s t ruc t i on of all 
Iraq’s Scnd-type missiles 

Most council members consid- 
er Iraq’s intransigence on foe 
helicopters to be a violation of 
foe ceasefire agreement. 

The Security Council has in- 
sisted that Iraq permit inspectors 
to travel freely in their own air- 
craft to conduct spot inspections 
without interference by tire Ira- 
qis. 

UJN. officials have complained 
that Iraq has not been forthcom- 
ing with inspectors looking into 
its nuclear, chemical, biological 
and ballistic capabilities. 

On Friday, an Iraqi official said 
the fourth U.N. nadear inspec- 
tion team to visit his country did 
not give a complete technical 
evaluation of Iraq’s nuclear prog- 
ramme despite receiving suffi- 
cient information, foe Iraqi News 
Agency reported. 

The Official implied that there 
was an effort to exaggerate Iraq’s 
nuclear capability* and make it 
appear there was an effort to 
conceal it in order to justify 
con tinuing U.N. sanctions. 

The INA report was issued 
before the expected arrival of a 
fifth U.N. team next week. 

Among its findings, the fourth 
U.N. nuclear team repented that 
the Iraqis managed to separate 
three grammes of plutonium, 
which can be used in much larger 
quantities in nuclear weapons, 
according to Robert GaUucd, de- 
puty chairman of foe U.N. Spe- 
cial Commission charged with eK- 
m i n at mg Iraq’s weapons of mass 
destruction. 


U.S. envoy 
meets 
Lebanese 
leaders 
on peace 

BEIRUT (R) — Outgoing 
U.S. Assistant Secretary of 
State John Kelly, on a surprise 
visit to Beirut, held talks with 
Lebanon’s leaders Saturday on 
a Middle East peace confer- 
ence planned for next month. 

Mr. Kelly, assistant secret- 
ary of state for Near East and 
Smith Asian affairs, met Prime 
Minister Omar Karanri and 
Parliament Speaker Hussein 
Hussein i before talks with 
President Elias Hrawi on foe 
peace conference. 

He refused to talk to repor- 
ters but Mr. Karami said that 
Mr. Kelly, a former ambassa- 
dor to Beirut, had stressed 
Washington’s backing for 
Lebanon at the Middle East 
peace conference. 

“Mr. Kelly assured ns that 
Lebanon would not be isolated 
in the (peace) conference and 
that the United States would 
support Lebanon with all its 
power to achieve its full inde- 
pendence and sovereignty,” 
Mr. Karami told reporters af- 
ter foe meeting. 

Edward Djerejian, a former 
ambassador to Damascus, has 
been nominated to succeed 
Mr. Kelly. 

Mr. Karami said Mr. Kelly 
promised Washington would 
support Beirut in its demand 
for implementation of U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 
425 which calls for an Israeli 
withdrawal from Lebanon. 

The Lebanese g ov ernm ent 
has agreed to attend peace 
talks on condition that ending 
Israel’s occupation of South 
Lebanon shook! not be linked 
to other issues in the Arab- 
Israeli dispute. 

It was not revealed whether 
Mr. Kelly also discussed the 
problem of Western hostages. 
U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar is frying to 
broker an exchange of the 
captives for prisoners held by 
IsraeL 

Rve Americans are among 
up to 10 Westerners held hos- 
tage in .Lebanon. 

Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad has assured the United 
States that he regards Lebanon 
as a fully independent state, 
Mr. Kelly said in Washington 

Asked if Damascns included 
Lebanon as a part of “greater 
Syria,” Mr. Djerejian told the 
Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee*. 

“I specifically had raised 1 
that question in Damascus and 
I have been told by the Syrian 
chief of state that Syria recog- 
nises that Syria and Lebanon 
are two distinct, independent 
states.” 

Mr. Djerejian said the Un- 
ited States has achieved con- 
siderable success in the last 
three years in getting Syria to 
join in efforts in the region 
that fulfilled U.S. policy objec- 
tives. 

He cited Syrian cooperation 
with an agreement to end the 
Lebanese civil war, its coop- 
eration in the Gulf crisis ami 
its particip a tion in the planned 
Arafo-Israel peace conference. 

He said Mr. Assad was a 
pragmatist who realised coun- 
tries in foe region could no 
longer play foe United States 
and the Soviet Union off 
against each other and that a 
military solution to the Middle 
East conflict was becoming 
more and more remote. 

The committee was con- 
sidering foe nomination of Mr. 
Djerejian, a veteran career di- 
plomat, to succeed Mr. Kelly 
as assistant secretary of state 
for Near East and Sooth Asian 


Tehran Times expects 
more hostage releases 


TEHRAN (AP) — A newsp ap er 
that reflects the. views of Tranjp n 
President Hashemi Rafsanjam 
said Saturday -that one or two 
Western hostages in Lcbcnon 
could be freed soon, but it added 
that Israel should release more 
Arab prisoners. 

The Engfisb-iangnage Tehran 
Times made the prediction in an 
editorial a day after a visit by 
UJ4. Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar, who has been 
seeking to arrange a swap of 
Israeli and Arab prisoners as a 
key to foe hostage situation. 

The newspaper said that 
Israel’s freeing of 51 Arab prison- 
ers Wednesday was “too little too 
late.” However, it added the 
gesture was a hopeful sign that 
“should receive a favourable re- 
sponse.” 

The newspaper also noted that 
“Israel should take further steps 
for the release of more Muslims.” 

On Wednesday, the Israel’s 
proxy militia in Lebanon fr eed 
the 51 prisoners, and sent bade 
the remains of nine Lebanese 
guerrillas, after Israel received 
evidence that one of its soldiers 
missing in Lebanon bad died. 

Israel has demanded informa- 
tion on the fate of seven nrnwng 
soldiers before it will release 
Arabs whose freedom has been 
demanded by Lebanese kidnap 
groups as a price for giving up 
their foreign hostages. 

After freeing the prisoners, 
Israel learned the f ate of a 
second soldier. The body of 
Samir Assad was returned Friday 
in a deal that 1 also allowed a 
Pales tinian activist to go bade to 
his home in the Jerusalem suburb 
of Abu Dis. 

Last month, the Tehran Times 
proved accurate in a prediction 
that a British and American hos- 
tage would be freed. After an 
editorial in foe newspaper, Briton 
John McCarthy arid American 
Edward Austin Tracy were re- 
leased. 

The newspaper’s editorial 
Saturday noted that the swap of 
Arab and Israeli prisoners and 
Western hostages was sensitive 
and complicated. 

Most of those released 
Wednesday from the KMam pris- 
on run by the Israeli-financed 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
militia were Shiite Muslims who 
are members of the Iranian- 
backed Lebanese faction Hizbol- 


tah (Party of God). 

Hizboflah is believed to be the 
umbrella for factions bokfing the 
.11 Westerners missing in Leba- 
non. 

On Friday, a leader of foe 
group, Hussein Musawi, said that 
a British or American hostage 
could be released within a week, 
bat he also demanded that Israel 
free a kidnapped Shnte Muslim 
deric, Abdul Kanni Obeid. 

Shiekh Obied was seized at his 
home in foe South Lebanese vil- 
lage of Jibsheet by Israeli para- 
troopers in 1989. 

Sheikh ObefrTs abduction first 
raised international criticism, but 
the stir quieted when the Israelis 
offered to trade him for the re- 
lease of its missing soldiers and 
the Western hostages. 

The missing Westerners are 
five Americans, two British, two 
Germans and an Italian. The 
longest held is American Terry 
Anderson, chief Middle East cor- 
respondent for the Associated 
Pros, who was abducted on 
March 16, 1985. 

“We welcome foe r et ain of 51 
Lebanese to their homes along 
with foe remains of some of their 
companions,” foe Tehran Times 
said. 

“It is an encouraging sign and 
should receive a favourable re- 
sponse. 

“While we expect foe release 
of one or two more Western 
hostages soon, we expect too that 
Israel and its allies will also find 
ways to release around 400 hos- 
tages who continue to be held in 
captivity by them.” 

The Tehran Times urged Israel 
to release the Arabs “before the 
good intentions of the Iranian 
officials can be in any way mar- 
red,” describing the issue as 
“very complicated and sensitive.” 

Iran, while denying any direct 
role in the hostage affair, admits 
to having influence with groups in 
'Beirut. 

Before leaving on Friday, Mr. 
Perez de Cuellar said he expected 
more hostages to be freed “in the 
next days or weeks” but declined 
to say if these would be Wester- 
ners or others. 

“Since foe U.N. secretary- 
general involved himself in the 
issue, the hopes for closure of the 
hostage file have become greater 
and the continuous Iranian efforts 
may bring fruitful results,” the 
Tdirain Times said. 


Maghreb leader s hope to. 
breathe new Me. into union 


CASABLANCA- (R) — Five 
North African brads of state 
meeting in Casablanca Sunday 
hope to breathe new life into the 
Anfo Maghreb Union (AMU), 
which has made little progress 
towards unity since it was fcrand- 
cd two and a half years ago. 

The union, which groups 
Algeria, Libya, Mauritania, 
Morocco and Tunisia, hopes to 
create a free zone, a single mar- 
ket of 100 million, but domestic 
problems in individual states have 
held up several integrated econo- 
mic projects. 

The last ordinary summit was 
held in Libya in March. Another 
was due in June but was called off 
when Muslim fundamentalist vio- 
lence erupted in' Algeria and the 
government resigned. 

Mauritania, the onion’s poor 
relations, declined the rotating 
chairmanship thk year due to 
ethnic tensions and pressing de- 
mands for political reforms. 

Morocco took over the chair 
instead at Mauritania’s request 
but is giving its highest priority to 
the conflict over Western Sahara. 

A U.N. peace process for the 
Western Sahara began with a 
ceasefire proclaimed a week ago 
and foe United Nations plans to 
bold a self-determination referen- 
dum there in January. 

Similarly, in neighboaring 
Algeria top priority is being given 
to serious financial problems and 
the country's first multi-party leg- 


islative elections doe by foe end of 
the year. 

The Moroccan socialist opposi- 
tion daily A1 Ittihad Isfatiraki said 
foe creation of a Maghreb union 
“demands a strong stand against 
secessionist logic.” 

The union treaty stipulates that 
no member state will allow 
groups on its territory to threaten 
another member, but Moroccan 
political parties accuse Algeria 
and Mauritania of giving sanctu- 
ary to Folisario guerrillas. 

The socialist paper said such 
action could cause “the break- 
up of the five Maghreb states and 
lead moreover to an advanced 
phase of clashes and tension.” 

The Casablanca weekly La Vie 
Economiqne said certain 
Maghreb states “continue to 
allow the PoUsario to use their ... 
territory as a sanctuary and 
springboard for their meefia prop- 
aganda.” 

Moroccan Foreign Minister 
Abdul Latif Fflali told a meeting 
of his Maghreb colleagues in 
Rabat Friday that obstacles were 
holding up foe work of the un- 
ion’s institutions. 

He said a Maghreb common 
market, in theory due by the end 
of the century, required more 
efficient working methods and 
that the five states should pot info 
effect derisions already taken by 
foe heads of state at previous 
summits. 



Libya proposes open border wfftTet&ia 

CAIRO <R> - Libya, which 
month, has proposed opening tts 
leader was quoted as saymg m 
“Lfoyaapreparedtosifpt^ 

has with Egypt ... beginning with canceflmg (K Mu tad 

JaUoud said in an interview with A1 Soarq Ai 
Major JaUoud, ofl-rich Libya’s se com^-command, i8 rtTtiott^ 
President Zme Al Abictine Ben Ah oa foe ere of Ma nat uf 
Maghreb leaders in CasaWaaca. The Libyan sarf t hat foflovri ng 
foe opening of borders with Egypt on Aug. o. tnndfBfc of 
thousands of Egyptians were working in ha country ana itimmm 

number of UbjSnTtad ra ted jBT * 
speculation in Cairo suggest, however, that mere are new jow 
waiting for Egyptians in Libya and many are rot^i 

bdta«retiniirag borne. Asked whether libtm prefer red Tta h- 
ft*- E gy ptian workers, foe newspaper quoted Major Jafload as 
saying: “There is no contradiction between doser tiea waft Egypt 
and with Tunisia." But he added that some Libyan farmers 
preferred Egyptian workers because they accepted lower wages. 


Four killed in Mauritanian row 

NOUAKCHOTT. (R) — Three civilians and a p ohr c mw) were 
killed in southern Mauritania in a land dispute foefled oy racial 
tensions, witnesses said Friday. They said five other ^fewwwere 
injured in foe Hash last Wednesday near the tow n of Kaefo, o p 
M aurit a ni a ’s river border with Senegal, when security forces 
stopped fanners occupying land they claimed was tfrein. The 
witnesses foe fanners, HI members of the black Hat-Pulsar 
ethnic group, were refused official permission to cultivate tfac lm d 
and the permit was given instead to a woman from the dominan t 
Arabic-speaking Moorish community. Mauritania’s H aj-Pn laars, 
hftinihfwi to form around a t hi rd of the two miHi on po pul ati on , 
accuse the Moorish-led government of racial discrimination. 
Human rights organisations including London-based Amnesty 
International have lashed out at Mauritania's human, rights 
record, saying hundreds of Hal-Pulaar have been tortured and 
fcflkd in foe huge Saharan country. 


Japanese prince visits Morocco mosque 

CASABLANCA (R) — Crown Prince Nam HSto of Japan Friday 
visited the Grand Hassan II Mosque, one of the biggest in foe 
world, which is nearing completion on the ocean front in 
raKahlawcH Accompanied by Crown Prince Sidi M oh ammad and 
Prince Moalay Rachid, the sons of King Hassan of Morocco, he 
watched w or km en installing mosaics and tfles'On the walls of the 
bmkting* whose mainaret rises to 200 metres. The mosque was 
designed fay French architect Jacques Pinsean and buflt by the 
French construction company Bouygues with funds do na t e d by 
Morocco’s popaiation of some 24 million. Officials say it s the 
third largest mosque in the world after those in Mecca and 
Medina and is estimated to have cost over $400 milliaa. The 
Japanese prince later toured Casablanca, the country's economic 
capital with a population of nearly three miHion. The prime was 
received by King Hassan shortly after his arrival in foe Capital, 
Rabat, Thursday when he was decorated with the insqpaa of foe 
Wissam Mohammadi, the highest Moroccan order. He is dot to 
leave for London on an official visit to Britain afteT his three-day 
trip to Morocco. 


Buses collide, at least 10 killed in Egypt 

CAIRO (AP)- — Twa speeding buses collided head-on Saturday 
on a highway just outside Cairo,- killing at least 10 people, poboc 
said. About 30 passm^ere from foe two buses were injured, said a 
spokesman, speaking anonymously under department rules. 
On-scene investigation was contin uin g, and the casualty figures 
might be revised upward, the spokesman said. He said he (fid not 
know how many were aboard the two public transport buses but 
believed it exceeded 80. The accident occurred about 15' 
kilometres north of Cairo on a main road linking the capital whb 
die Mediterranean coastal city Alexandria. Police said foe driver 
of a bus beaded from Cairo to the industrial suburb of Shubra Ai 
Kheima apparently lost control, veered to the left and jumped the 
traffic island into southbound lanes. It crashed into a bus beaded 
for Cairo from the Nile Delta province of M eu o ufi ya. The 
Cairo-bound bus overturned, police said, and most 
were among its passengers. 


Kuwait drills new wells v caps 429 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait started drilling new oil weDs Saturday 
and said firefighters had recapped more than half of the wells set 
alight or damaged in the Golf war. Oil Ministry officials said the 
Saute-Fe International, a wholly-owned sobstdiaxy of Kuwait 
Petroleum Corporation, started drilling in several fiekh. “The 
new wells will re pl ace those winch became unproductive 'after 
being damaged fay the Iraqis,” one official said. Ofl Minister 
Hamoud Abdulla Al Raqba said last month Kuwait planned to 

drfll about 100 wells by July 1992. He said up to 30 wrecked wdh 

had been declared unproductive and filled with concrete. The 
officials said firefighters had recapped 429 of the 732 weSs sex 
ablaze or damaged by foe end of the Gulf war in February. The 
paoeof recapping has picked up in recent weeks with the 
recruitment of more firefighters. There are currently more than 
20 teams tackling the fires. Kuwait hopes all the burning wells, 
which are pqQutmgthe entire Gulf region with columns of thick 
Hack smoke, will be extinguished by March. It aims to produce 
400,000 barrels of erode per day by the end of the year. Before 


capabl e of pumping up to two million barrels daily. Kawait. whkh 
resumed crude exports in July, is expected to start viW refined 
products in December. 
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Ministry of Planning asked to develop 
plan for absorption of returning expatriates 


AMMAN (J.T.) —Hk National 
Co mm i tt ee for the Welfare of the 
Returnees has entrusted the 
Mnnstry of pfenning to drawupa 
detailed strategy providing solu- 
tions to protriems relevant to the 
absorption' of hundreds of 
thpnsmxls of expatriates return- 
mg, to die country from Kuwait, 
- according to- committee Chair- 
man Safemeh Hammad. . 

The Mintflry of Planning jg to 
work out a long term strategy 
taking into consideration mwmg 
of benefiting.from dm expatriates 
sldOs and expertise in various 
fields and proposing income- 
generating projects for them, Mr. 
Hammad said. - - - 

He said that the strategy win 
then be submitted .to the United 
Nations, foreign countries and 
organisations which have display- 
ed solidarity with Jordan and 
offered to provide aswstancft to 
alleviate the s u fferi ng of tfae re- 
turnees. 

Mr. Hammad, who is also 
secretary general of the Ministry 
of Interior, said be' had met with 
Dr. AH A. Attiga, U.N. resident 
repre rentative, to discuss the 
situatknL • Jordan has been also in 
contact with the U.N. secretary 
general and other agencies affili- 



ated to the world organisation 
over the issue. 

Mr. Hammad said that the 
or ganisatio ns underlined die im- 
portance of preparing a study that 
would offer assessment to the real 
problem and toe areas where aid 
can be offered. 

Mr. Ham marl added that bis 
committee was working in two 


parallel approaches. The first en- 
tails providing immediate food 
and medical assistance to the 
needy expatriates with the help of 
voluntary and charitable orga- 
nisations. The second involves a 
national strategy that would be 
submitted to the world organisa- 
tions for help- 

He said that in view of the 
influx of thousands of people, the 
Jordanian government has found 
itself incapable of coping with the 
new burdens and s expecting 
assistance from friendly nations 
and world organisations. 

Minister of Planning Ziad Fariz 
said last week that Jordan would 
need at least $4.5 billion within 
the next five years to cope with 
die huge population increase 
which resulted from the Gulf 
crisis. 

His Majesty King Hussein told 
the European Parliament in the 
past week that an estimated 

300,000 people have returned to 
Jordan, causing unemployment 
to soar to 32 per cent and increas- 
ing the population by at least 10 
per cent. 

Dr. Fariz said that more than 
JD 1 billion in investments would 
be needed to create jobs for the 
labour force increase. Among the 


friendly nations giving help to the 
Kingdom was Germany, which 
on Monday announced a grant of 
$2JJ5 million that would be chan- 
nelled through the United Na- 
tions Refief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) to help provide assist- 
ance to the expatriates. 

The German Minister for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation, Carl Dieter 
Spxanger, said upon concluding a 
visit to Jordan in the past week 
that his country was considering 
setting up a European ponsulta- 
tive co mmitte e to study aid to the 
Kingdom. 

In his statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, Saturday, 
Mr. Hammad said the returnees 
issue is too big for Jordan to 
handle. It is a humanitarian issue 
less tragic than those resulting 
from natural disasters and wars, 
Mr. Hammad said. 

Between Aug. 6 and Sept 13, a 
total of 24,971 expatriates re- 
turned to Jordan but many more 
are expected, be said apart from 
those returning, the Kingdom is 
burdened with Jordanian and 
Palestinian expatria t es who had 
been spending their holiday in the 
country when the Gulf crisis 
broke out and cannot return to 
their homes, he said. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King congratulates Nicaragua, Guatemala 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Saturday sent a 
cable to Nicaraguan President Vioteta Barrios de Chamorro to 
congratulate her in his name and on behalf of the Jordanian 
government and people on Nicaragua’s independence day 
anniversary. King Hussein wished Ms. Chamorro continued good 
health and happiness and the Nicaraguan people further progres s 
and p ro s pe ri ty. King Hnssein sent a similar coble to Guatemalan 
President Masco Vinhao Cerezo Arevalo to congratulate him on 
Ms country’s independence day anmvereaiy. 

NHF to put on science exhibition 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Noor A1 Hnssein Foundation (NHF) in 
cooperation with the Haya Cultural Centre will organise a mobile | 
exhibition of science and biology in That Ras village in Karak 
Governorate. The exhibition, which is held as part of the NHFs 
“Improving Life in Villages” project, displays items related to 
agriculture, health, the e nv iro nm ent and renovation of archaeolo- 
gjcal shies. 

JEA spent JD 2.5 million in 1990 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan Electricity Authority (JEA) has . 
spcmtJD23m3I^dnrii^990cmcaprtalinvestmentsraelecfric 
• energy pi ojectscompared to JD 12.7 minion in 1989, according to 
JEA topiB&L The somct&gaidjhe redaction in - -spending was. in 
flhpfemeiitatkm of government measures aimed at reducing 
spending. The JEA, the sources said, continued to carefully 
monitor the current operational costs and had increased depend- 
ence on local faairiai sources of foreign ones. The fixed 

assets of the JEA were estimated in 1990 at JD 226^00,000, 
according to the sources. 

JCCC director receives Libyan official 

AMMAN (Petra) — Director of the Jordan Commercial Centres 
Corporation (JCCC) Rhna Khaiaf Htmeufi has. received the 
head of a Libyan economic delegation currently on a visit to 
Jordan. Discussion in the meeting centred on ways of promoting 
co m merc ia l cooperation between Jordan and Libya and the 
prospect of holding specialised industrial fairs in Amman and 
Tripoli amongotoer issnes. 

Medical clinic to be established 

AMMAN (Petra) — A medical dime to provide free medication 
and treatment for the poor and needy has been endorsed in a 
meeting of the General Union of Voluntary Societies in the 
governorate of^ Tafileh, accenting to Jonmhah Jaradeen, secretary 
of toe union. Also endorsed was the opening erf a craft centre in 
toe city of Tafileh to market the products of the charity 
or ganisation s. About JD 4,100 was distributed to the various 
-organisa tio ns according to their activilties and programmes. 

Seminar lobe held 

AMMAN (Petra) — Water and irrigation problems wifi be 
discussed in a seminar Wednesday held by the Farmers Union of 
toe Jordan Valley and which wifi be attended by the Minister of 
Water and Irrigation, the Minister of Agriculture and professors 
from the Uni versity of Jordan. Furthermore, the union has 
forwarded a request to Jordan Valley Authority President Talal 
Gazawi to pump underground water in the Jordan Valley to 
com p e nsa te for water shorfeges. 

Team to conduct survey 

AMMAN (Petra) — A joint team from the Natural Resources 
Awthloritv fllRA) and thcBritish GeokycalSmvey Department 
is currently carrying out a survey mmed at measmmg toe 
percentage of ackfity and alkafimty of waftnflowing 27 
iraterwefc, and measuring temperature of hot watm iminmg 
ftwn hot springs in Jordan. The study® armed at CMbfangthe 
NRA to cany out a project for exploiting ground water 
«££iTnRA sources said that 36 water samples have already 
been drawn from various sources and font to Britain for lab test 
and analysis. 
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Minister says unions must 
adhere to labour law 


AMMAN (Petra) — Labour 
Minister Abdul- Karim Al Dugh- 
mi announced Saturday that the 
hffimstry of Labour was deter- 
mined to implement ‘toe labour 
law in foil and to apply its roles to 
various unions without any ex- 
ception. 

The Labour Ministry is deter- 
mined to open the door for all 
labour and trade unions to func- 
tion. and accept members bat no 
faction or worker should be dep- 
rived of membership became of 
its political or idecdogkal affilia- 
tion, toe minister said at a meet- 
ing with the Jordanian National 
Committee for the Defence of 
Public and Trade Unions Free- 
doms. 

At the meeting, which was 
attended by Par liam ent members 


Mdanat and Bassam Hadda- 
din, the minister decided to pre- 
vent unions from holding elec- 
tions until they have completed 
certain procedures to ensure that 
they abide by toe labour law and 
its regulations. 

The "«w«ter also announced 
the formation of a committee to 
recommend workers for mem- 
, beiship in various labour .unions. 

Mr. Dughmi announced that 
toe Labour Ministry would not 
recognise the results of the Am- 
man Branch of Workers of die 
Petrochemical Industries due to 
be held on Wednesday. He said 
that that anion should first adhere 
to the regulations and -laws and 
should endorse die membership 
- of all workers before ministry 
approval can ire secured. 


Jordan to switch to 
winter time on Oct. 3 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan wifi 
switch to winter time Oct. 3 when 
docks wifi be turned back 60 
minutes to ran two boms ahead 
of Greenwhich Mean Time 
(GMT). 

The change to winter time was 
ordered by toe government in an 
official communique issued by 
Prime Minister Taher Masri 
Saturday. 

The chang e to summer time 
was adopted by the government 
for the sixth consecutive year 
with the objective of conserving 
energy in the country, winch im- 
ports its needs of fuel from 
abroad. 

The Kingdom, switched to sum- 
mer time April 17. In the same 
month. Ministry of Energy and 
Mineral Resources experts ex- 
pected that by switching to sum- 
mer time the Kingdom would 
save as much as JD 500,000. 

According to a study con- 
ducted by toe ministry, between 
1986 and 1990 the reduction in 



fuel consumption saved fuel 
worth JD 327,000 each year and 
the total amount saved over toe 
past five years was 44,000 tonnes 
of fuel worth JD 1.7 million. 

According to statistics, Jordan 
imports about 22 nnlfion barrels 
of crude oQ annually and the 
energy conservation methods are 
deemed necessary under the pre- 
sent rircamstances. 


Libyan delegation visits Zarqa 
Chamber of Commerce, 
discusses trade prospects 

Officials agree to expand ties 


ZARQA (J.T.) — A visiting 
delegation from Libya Saturday 
vested Zarqa and met with the 
Chamber of Commerce President 
Ibrahim Takieddin to (Hscnss eco- 
nomic and trade ties with Libya. 

The delegation tooced a num- 
ber of sites, including factories 
that manufacture pipes and doth 
and held talks with local business- 
men. 

- At a meeting held at toe Omm- 
ber of Commerce, Mr. Takied din 
said that the new era of relations 
between Libya and Jordan paves 
die way for increased economic 
cooper ati on between them and' 
would boost trade. 

Tbe private sector in Jordan is 
taking tbe lead in finding new 
markets for Jordanian prochcts 
abroad in the wake of toe Gulf 
crisis, winch dealt a severe Mow 
to Jordan's exports to Gulf coun- 
tries and Iraq, Mr. Takieddin 


He added that toe Jordanian 
government was working out new 
plans to support toe Kingdom’s 
production and exports of com- 
modities and services to stimulate 
national industries. 

The bead of tiw Libyan delega- 
tion, Bashir Salameh, delivered a 


speech at the meeting yoking' 
Libya’s interest in purchasing 
Jordanian national products. 
Libya’s markets are open to pro- 
darts from various Arab coun- 
tries and the country imposes no 
customs duty on imported Arab 
goods. Therefore, there can be 
no problem for Jordanian pro- 
ducts to be sold freely in Libyan 
markets, he said. 

Mr. Bashir invited Jordanian 
expo r te rs and merchants to visit 
Libya and acquaint themselves 
with the needs of its markets. 

, Mr. Salameh and his delega- 
tion last week reviewed with toe 
mmktw of industry and trade 
scopes of bilateral cooperation 
and means of boosting trade be- 
tween Jordan and Libya. 

Last month. Minister of 
Labour Abdul Karim Al Dugh- 
mik announced that that the 
Jordanian government was hold- ’ 
ing contacts with Libyan’ officials 
over tbe prospects of giving em- 
ployment to Jordanian nationals 
in Libya. Libya has employed 
Jordanian doctors and teachers 
over file pari: two yens, which - 
saw progr ess i ve strengthening of 
bilateral ties. 


Iranian 

official 

arrives 

with 

message 
for King 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A senior 
Ir anian official arrived here 
Saturday with a message to His 
Majesty King Hussem from the 
Iranian leadership. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said the envoy, Moham- 
mad Kazem, who arrived by 
land from Syria, would meet 
with Jordanian government 
officials to discuss regional and 
international issues as well as 
bilateral relations. 

In a statement upon bis 
arrival at the Ramtha border 
post, Mr. Kazem said that he 
was carrying a message to tbe 
King from Iranian President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani- 
Petra earlier said that the 
envoy would meet with Speak- 
er of toe Lower House of 
Parfiament Abdul Latif Ara- 
biyat to hand him a message 
from the speaker of toe Islamic 
Shura Council. Tbe envoy said 
that his visit was in the 
framework of ongoing efforts 
to promote bilateral relations. 

Iran and Jordan last month 
signed a letter of understand- 
ing on economic and com- 
merical cooperation. It was 
signed in Tehran during a visit 
by Minister of Industry and 
Ttade AH Abul Rageb. 

Tbe Iranian officials under- 
lined the importance of prom- 
oting economic and political 
ties with Jordan,. 


YMCA 
calls for 
implementation 
of U.N. 
resolutions 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan was 
one of five Middle Eastern coun- 
tries to take part in an interna- 
tional conference of the world 
alliance of the Young Men, 
Christian Associations (YMCA), 
which was held in Seoul, Sooth 
Korea, between Aug. 23 and 29. 

Altogether, 900 delegates from 
100 nations took part in the con- 
ference, which discussed numer- 
ous world issues including the 
Palestine problem. 

Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine, 
Egypt and Sudan were repre- 
sented at the conference which 
expressed support for the Palesti- 
nian people’s right to their home- 
land and called for the imple- 
mentation of U.N. Security 
Council Resolutions 181, 242 and 
338 and tbe idea of land for 
peace. 

Delegates representing Young 
Men Christian Associations from 
around the world had visited the 
Middle East in- 1989 and 1990 and 
acquainted themselves unto the 
farts -about t&e situation in the 
occupied Arab -territories. The 
delegates submitted reports ab- 
out their findings to the confer- 
ence. 


Government 
offices to 
be closed 
on Prophet’s 
birthday 

AMMAN (J.T.) — All govern- 
ment departments and public 
institutions in Jordan wifi re- 
main dosed cm Saturday on the 
anniversary of the Prophet 
Mohammad’s birthday, which 
falls on the previous Friday, 
according to a communique 
issued by toe Prime Minister's 
office Saturday. 

The oommuniqDe urged gov- 
ernment and public organisa- 
tions to bold religious celebra- 
tions to mark toe holy occa- 
sion. The Ministry of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs announced 
at the same time that it was 
or ganisin g a major celebration 
at the King Abdullah Mosque 
on Thursday in commemora- 
tion of the event 
Tbe cfirector of the mhris- 
try’s Public Relations Depart- 
ment, Nayef Abu Rajab, said 
that similar religious celebra- 
tions will be oigamrcd in va- 
rious goveroorates. 

He said to** special commit- 
tees chaired by provincial gov- 
ernors bad been set up. to 
supervise and to organise soch 
celebrations, which would abo 
be coupled by seminars ami 
ldniwir book exhibitions relat- 
ing to the works of the Prophet 
Mohammad. 


Health Ministry monitoring 
threat of epidemics 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Despite toe 
influx of hundreds of thousands 
of returnees in Jordan in the past 
few months, the Kingdom is 
totally free of any epidemics, 
according to a health ministry 
official. Because of toe primary 
health care services in Jordan, 
which are of high quality and far 
advanced compared to those 
countries of toe region, malaria is 
non-existent and the spread of 
bilharzia has been controlled 
through regular blood testing, 
according to Dr. Mamotm Maab- 
reh, director of the Health Minis- 
try's Primary Health Care De-. 
partment. 

He said that out of 80 tests 
conducted on non-Jordanian 
workers, 18 cases proved to be 
infected with malaria. Last year, 

1,000 cases of bilhaizia were disc- 
overed among non-Jordanian 
workers and were completely 
cured. Dr. Maabreh said. 

In order to safeguard public 
health, toe department has ban- 
ned street vendors from selling 
food products, specially those 
near schools. Also, strict control 
and monitoring is practiced at 
school canteens m order to en- 


sure public health safety. Dr. 
Maabrefa said. 

A survey conducted in Jordan 
last year to determine tbe infant 
mortality rate and those innocu- 
lated against children’s diseases 
showed that tbe mortality rate 
among children stood at 37 per 
one thousand, which is equivalent 
to rates in developed nations. Dr. 
Maabreh said. 

He said that 98 per cent of the 
country’s children are covered by 
the Triple vaccine (DTP) and 
immunisation against poho and 
87 per cent under one year of age 
are covered against measles. 

Dr. Maabreh said that his de- 
partment was going ahead with 
the implementation of a national 
campaign to combat diarrhoea 
and tuberculosis. He said that 

25,000 children in the first 
elementary classes were vaccin- 
ated against tuberculosis last 
year. 

In his address to the European 
Parliament last week, His Majes- 
ty King Hussein pointed out that 
Jordan was one of ten countries 
in tbe world to have achieved tbe 
fastest reduction in infant mortal- 


ity rates over the past two de- 
cades. He said Jordan is two 
years ahead of the average rate of 
toe rest of the world in achieving 
universal child immunisation. 

The Primary Health Care De- 
partment conducts its operations 
through the health centres in- 
various go vc morales. It also con- 
trols the quality of drinking water 
and locally produced or imported 
food to ensure public health safe- 
ty. Dr. Maabreh said. 

The department directly super- 
vises water resources and con- 
ducts testing on water networks 
and sewage systems. In addition, 
tbe depaittnent conducts periodic 
testing on the effects of the en- 
vironment on public health. 

Dr. Maabreh said that, among 
other things, toe department last 
year carried out testing on noise, 
heat, dust, chemical materials, 
gases and fumes rising from fac- 
tories to measure their effect or. 
human. 

In addition, be said, toe dc 
partment gives due care to 
mothers and children's health 
through continued fieid visits to 
care centres, which number 210 
in Jordan. 


Writers’ conference calls for end 
to allied blockade against Iraq 


AMMAN (Petra) — The General 
Federation of Arab Writers 
(GFAW) Saturday wound up a 
two-day meeting in Amman by 
calling on the world community 
to help end the embargo imposed 
on Iraq and to save thousands of 
Iraqi children from death result- 
ing from severe food and medical 
shortages. 

The embargo has already trans- 
cended Iraq to include Jordan, 
which is now burdened by econo- 
mic hardships and the forced 
migration of hundreds of 
thousands of Jordanian and 
Palestinian expatriates evicted 
from Kuwait and the Gulf states, 
said a communique issued at the 
final session. 

The statement also referred to 
and denounced the repeated 
threats levelled against Libya and 
repeated attempts to interfere in 
the internal affairs of Algeria. 

The meeting, -which was 
attended by nine Arab countries 
including Jordan, noted in die 
statement that fart moving events 
are leading tbe Arab World to- 
wards a dangerous abyss and 
endangering toe Arab World’s 
national security, its future gen- 
erations and their culture. It is 
also endangering the identity of 


the Arab character of Palestine, 
with most ominous consequences 
for the Arab World, according to 
the communique. 

The writers and authors ex- 
pressed their concern over con- 
stant American pressures on 
Arab countries to deal with toe 
Arab-IsraeH conflict in piecemeal 
fashion. Tbe time has come for 
tiie Arab writers and authors to 
play their important role through 
utilising their creativity in toe 
course of confronting enemy 
plans and urging toe Arab masses 
to adhere to their dignity and to 
defend their nation and exist- 
ence, the statement said. 

The statement appealed to all 
Arab intellectuals to set up a 
broad national front to lead the 
struggle culturally and to bolster 
the morale of the Arab nation so 
as to stand fast in die face of 
c o n s p i racies and to help promote 
democracy in Arab communities. 

Tbe Palestine issue is the cen- 
tral and the Arabs ought to ding 
hard to tbe Palestinian people's 
national rights, induding their 
right to self determination in 
Palestine, the statement added. 

The writers stressed the need 
fra: doe respect to be given to the 
Arab human rights and the need 


to ensure for toe Arab people 
their civic and political rights. 
The writers called on Arab regim- 
es to adopt political pluralism end 
to enhance the process of demo- 
cratic rale. 

The writers issued a separate 
statement on human rights in the 
Arab World welcoming the 
democra tisatio n process in Jor- 
dan. 

The challenges of toe modem 
age require continued dialogue 
and pluralism and respect for the 
human being in the Arab World 
so that all potentials can be 
mobilised in the national battle 
for liberation, development, 
democracy and unity, toe state- 
ment said. 

The statement condemned tbs 
inhuman Zionist practices as ra- 
cist and full of human rights 
violations in Palestine. 

The two-day meeting discussed 
a host of cultural issues and mat- 
ters related to writer’s freedoms 
as 'well as developments in toe 
world at large. 

Tbe delegates that represented 
Jordan, Tunisia, Syria, Morocco, 
Yemen, Lebanon , Iraqi and Pales- 
tine reviewed the GFAW’s activi- 
ties over the past six months. 


Jordanian Industrial Fair ends 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Jorda- 
nian Industrial Fair, which was 
organised in Casablanca, Moroc- 
co, by toe Jordanian Commerical 
Centres Corporation (JCCC), en- 
ded Thursday. 

According to JCCC sources, a 
total of 80 Jordanian firms took 
part in die nine-day fair- The 
sources said previously that the, 
fair was expected to sell Jorda- 
nian goods worth at least JD 1.2 
million. 

The Jordanian firms taking 


part in tbe fair displayed en- 
gineering, chemical , construc- 
tion, agricultural and industrial 
products in addition to home 
appliances and carpet and leather 
commodities. Tbe fair was de- 
signed to sell directly to toe pub- 
lic. 

Director of the JCCC Rima 
Khaiaf Huneidi said the fair was a 
real translation of the disting- 
uished brotherly relations be- 
tween Jordan and Morocco. The 


fair, which was held for toe 
second time in Morocco, comes 
in implementation of a 1978 
Jordanian-Moroccan agreement de- 
signed to increase toe volume of 
trade exchange between the two 
countries. 

The aim of the exhibition, 
according to Ms. Huneidi, was to 
acquaint the Moroccan citizens of 
Jordan’s development and 
achievements in industrial fields 
during the past several years. 


Conference to stress importance of 
libraries to national development 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan 
Library Association (JLA) is 
organising a general conference 
for its members next month and 
at least 300 librarians from Jor- 
dan and other Arab countries will 
be taking part in the meetings, 
according to JLA President 
Anwar Akronsh. 

Mr. Akronsh said in a state- 
ment that tbe participants will 
discuss matters that would focus 
attention on the work of national 
libraries and the library activities 
in Jordan and other Arab states. 


The conference, the second of, 
its krud to be organised here since 
1965, aims to improve tbe work 
of librarians and to orient the 
public on the importance of lib- 
raries to promote their reading 
habit, Mr. Akroush said. 

Tbe work of librarians is close- 
ly connected with culture and 
^location as well as scientific 
research and it is hoped that the 
conference would draw the atten- 
tion of decision makers to help 
give impetus to library education 


to contribute to these fields. 

The three-day conference is 
expected to review 26 working 
papers submitted by Jordanian 
and Arab librarians, Mr. 
Akroush said. These papers, he 
added, deal with national bib- 
liography cooperation among lib- 
raries, university libraries, chil- 
dren’s libraries, school libraries 
and others. 

According to Mr. Akroush, the 
second conference is expected to 
begin Oct. 6. 


British hostage expected to be freed 


(Coathmed Bran page 1) 

release of Arab prisoners or from 
tbe pro-Iranian kidnappers in 
Lebanon, he said: “The scenario 
is they (tbe kidnappers) will re- 
lease one hostage soon." 

U.N. Secretary-General Javier. 
Perez de Cuellar remains hopeful 
that Western hostages in Leba- 
non will soon be freed despite 
new demands made on laud, a 
spokesman for tbe U.N. leader 
said Saturday. 

“We have nothing to add. The 
U.N. secretary-^rreral has said 
he hopes we are about to make 
progress and to solve tbe hostage 
situation as soon as possible," 
said Francois OmHani in a tele- 
phone contact with the Associ- 
ated Press. 


“The situation is extremely de- 
licate. The secretary-general has 
redoubled his efforts to reach a 
solution, and we will not com- 
ment on everything that is said." 

The U.N. chief said on his 
departure from Tehran Friday, 
that he hoped that a solution to 
the whole problem will be forth- 
coming within days or weeks. 

The U.N. chief, Mr. Guiliam 
also stressed, was dealing with 
“everything to do with toe ques- 
tion of hostages... the release of 
all hostages." 

John Kelly, U.S. assistant 
secretary of state, discussed the 
issue of the missing Westerners, 
in Lebanon with government 
leaders Saturday. 

“The United States’ govern- 
ment remains concerned about 


the hostages and we hope for a 
very speedy resolution.” Mr. Kel- 
■ ly said at the end of his talks with 
the Lebanese president, the 
prime minister and house speak- 
er. 

“We hope that our people held 
a gainst their will outside of judi- 
^dal processes in this region will 
be liberated very promptly,” he 
told reporters at President Elias 
Hrawi’s headquarters in Beirut.’ 

An American helicopter flew 
Mr. Kelly into the U.S. embassy 
in Beirut’s northern suburb of 
Aukar earlier Saturday, after 
which he went immediately into 
die series of separate meetings 
with Prime Minister Omar Kara- 
mi. Speaker Hussem Husseini 
and Mr. Hrawi. 
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Shamir ain’t boss! 

THE CONFRONTATION in Washington over Israel’s 
donumd of $10 btUkm in loan guarantee b just beginning 
j udging by the way both U.S. President George Bush and 
laradi Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir are . playing their 
cards m the game. Jewish lobbyists are massing their forces 
on Capitol Hffl for a strategy session that aims apparently at 
a c ompromise acceptable to Israel. Israeli supporters and 
apologists in the U.S. Congress must have sensed that 
President Bush’s offer to take the entire issue straight to the 
American people would inflict irreparable damage on their 
cause. 

That is essentially why Malcolm Hoenksn, the executive 
director of the Conference of Presidents of Major American 
Jewish Organisations, found himself forced to call it quits in 
the stand-off with the Bosh administration, in spite of afl 
protestations that Israel's supporters me con fid ent of 
m usterin g sufficient congressional support to override any 
presidential veto on the loan controversy. “Nobody wants 
an all-oat fight.... Nobody wants a co nfrontati on,” Mr. 
Hoenlein was- quoted as saying Wedensday in Washington. 
“We seek a compromise,” Mr. Hoenlem admitted, as if 
conceding at leasts tactical defeat at the hands aT President 
Bosh. 

Deep in their hearts, both Israel and its followers m the 
U.S. know only too weD that if the whole issue is terned 
directly to the American people, the White House wonkl 
come oat ahead m spite of all toe apparent pro-Israeli body 
count in the U.S. Congress. There is a limit to what the 
American people can stomach from the audacious state of 
Israel especially when they realise that they would have to 
foot the bill at the end for the requested loan. No one doubts 
that Td Aviv wifl default on the loan and in the final analysis 
it is the American taxpayers who would have to foot the biH. 

That is why all toe scenarios bring offered as basis for a 
compromise between the two camp6 in a final bid to end the 
confrontation need to be carefully scrutinised lest all toe 
gains that President Bush had been able to win dissipate into 
thin air. 

Particularly worrisome is sought for undertaking by 
Was hi ngton to use its leverage with other friendly countries 
to grmit Israel additional financial support hi order to 
resettle toe newly arrived Jewish immigrants. Also troubl- 
ing is any pledge that Washington would shoulder the costs 
meurred by Israel as a result of the delay. Israel's insistence 
that there be no additional delay of consideration of the loan 
guarantee upon the elapse of toe 120 days is so patently 
pr^jndkial to the peace process that it woold be ridkakms to 
even think about it in the first place. In the same vein, any 
compromise that pu rp o rt s to breach the organic link 
between the $10 bfltion loan and the projected peace talks 
would be so utterly naive that it stands to i mdcsm lne 
everything that has been painstakingly done tfll now to 
cultivate and nurture a genuine peace parley on the Middle 


Sunday's Economic Pulse 


By Dr. FsM AJ Faw* 


The White House most remain stead&st against Israeli 
arrogance and make this present confront at i on with Tel 
Aviv the real test for how relations between the two 
cou n tries wffl be based in the future. The UJS. is the U.S. 
mid it has to be able to cafl the toots in its dealings with 
dependent states Ike Israel. 






fVfcWAl Ra’i daily Saturday commended a proposal by die 
German minister for economic cooperation to set up a consultan- 
cy group to channel economic aid to Jordan. The paper said that it 
is a source of satisfaction that Germany is taking die lead in this 
concern, but it would be more helpful if the European under- 
standing of Jordan’s plight under the present circumstances were 
expanded to group other countries. The paper said that develop- 
ment and peace are two elements that go hand in hand and indeed 
development and stability can contribute to the cause of universal 
peace. In his talks with the German minister. His Majesty King 
Hussein emphasised this theme and called for European help to 
enhance peace based on justice coupled with economic develop- 
ment. Jordan, which is exerting all e fforts to build peace and 
development, is calling for the implementation of the internation- 
al legitimacy and asking other countries to come to its help in this 
endeavour, said the paper. It said that since Jordan is a fac t o r of 
peace and moderation in the Middle East and since it is in need of 
assistance to achieve the aspired peace and justice, Europe and 
the world community at large should come to toe Kingdom’s help. 
Should the world community come to the aid erf Jordan in 
achieving peace and stability, toe paper added, it would offer an 
example of hope and new outlook for toe other countries of toe 
world aspiring for peace and stability. 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily tackled the current meeting in 
Amman by toe Federation of Arab Writers and Authors and 
urged the participants to torn their attention to the serious issues 
plaguing toe Arab Nation under the present conditions prevailing 
'in toe Arab World. Ahmad A! Mkfch said that the meeting should 
deal with toe question of continued hostile media campaign 
launched against Iraq, Jordan and toe Palestinians because they 
had condemned aggression on the Arab people and toe presence 
of foreign forces on Arab land. He said that Arab writers should 
refuse to succumb to toe whims of Arab regimes which are 
considered enemies of Arab masses, should stop Israeli journal- 
ists from infiltrating Arab League meetings and should put an end 
to the atrocities of Arab despots against authors and writers who 
air their nationalist views. The Arab authors and writers should 
help stop the Arab Gulf regimes from violating toe Arab Nation's 
boycott of Israeli rules, discuss means of patting an end to 
tampering by foreign institutions with Arab culture and should 
put forth a plan that can help rehabilitate the Arab writers and 
journalists who are being persecuted under despotic regimes, the 
writer added. He said that writers are creative people who can 
serve their nations and lead the way towards continued progress 
and democracy. 


Jordan should also seek American guarantees 


ASSUMING that the cost of absorbing a displaced Jordanian or 
Palestinian returnee from Kuwait to Jordan is equal to the cost of 
absorbing a Jewish emigrant from the Soviet Union to Israel. 
Jordan will need around $15 billion over the coming five years tc 
cope with this burden which the Jordanian economy is ill- 
prepared to deal with. 

If the United Nations specialised commissions which visited 
(Jordan were qualified to assess the real needs of Jordan to face up 
to the disastrous consequences resulting from the Gulf crisis and 
toe ensuing first American- Arab war, then Jordan would need 
just below S5 billion of immediate funds to make up for the losses, 
although the exact number of returnees is not yet known. 

If the preliminary study the writer has conducted to estimate 
the economic and social coos of absorbing some 500.000 
returnees from Kuwait and other Gulf states are realistic (see 
Jordan Times of July 21, 1991) Jordan will need around $7.5 
billion as a bare minimum to oope with this burden which is equal 
in relative terms to having the United States receive 40 million 
emigrants in one lot 

If we rely on the extremely conservative study of the Ministry of 
Planning, we can conclude that the absorption of the returnees 
and the creation of some jobs for them will require $4.5 billion. 


It is obvious that a wide variation exists when trying to 
determine the cost of absorbing an extensive human wave that can 
add 12 per cent to toe population of a country over a very short 
period of time. The variation is not unexpected because of 
different assump t ion s and basis, especially when it comes to the 
final figure of returnees that may range between 300,000 and 
500,000, assuming no massive expulsion of Jordanians and 
Palestinians from Gulf states, other than Kuwait occors. There 
are also significant differences in identifying categories of costs of 
absorption and in attaching p rice s and rates for each category. 

However, it is almost evident that Jordan wiQ definitely need to 
raise no less than $5 billion to cope with the consequences of a 
crisis that was not of its seeking nor of its making, but came about 
as a result of international and Western decisions, policies and 
practices which rendered the international community in general 
and the West in particular responsible for the outcome. 

The Israeli government submitted to toe United States of 
America an application for governmental guarantees to cover 
loans m excess of $10 billion. The justification of these, gu a rantee s 
and the underlying loans is that it needs to finance the absorption of 
Jewish emigrants from toe Soviet Union which, in the first place, 
should be discontinued since the Soviet Union Has become a free 


country and a democratic ally of America. The UHCAiuibstd 
community and toe United States in particular, frtt to be 
blamed for the Israeli-promoted Jewish emigration at. they are 
responsible for the massive expulsion of Palestinian* by . the 
Kuwaiti re gime which was reinstated by Amencart forces and 
given free hand to violate the very basic human rights. 

Under toe circumstances. I rec om m end to toe Jordanian 
go v e rnme n t to submit to the United States government an 
application for rimilar financial guarantees to cover km to 
Jordan of up to $5 billion to be supported by the same 
justifications con taine d in the Israeli application. 

No harm may result from such a meaningful move. The : 
president of the United States will not even find a reason td 
request Congress to defer the debate over the application for 120 
days because toe Jordanian government is not creating any 
****** in toe face of toe American-sponsored peace proce ss as 
Mr. Shamir is doing. The Jordanian application may be accepted 
mid thus Jordan will obtain the capital badly needed to nuke 
enckmeet under tfac current third human wave imposed upon the 
country. Otherwise some Zionist members of the Congress may 
be embarrassed when toe Israeli and Jordanian applications are 
rfjgrrewH simultaneously. They will reveal their double standard 
position. 



U.S. sees Castro’s days numbered 
but fears what may come next 


ANC has skeletons in 
closet , dissidents say 


By Atom Ferreira 
Reuter 


JOHANNESBURG 


a toe 32 prisoners, who it said were 

the last in its custody. 

The Red Cross said it wanted 
Deteo- to verity that toe ANC bad no 


tkm without trial, interrogation mo*" p n«nnH « anH wM ttiaim 
under tortu re, toe disappearance the cases of about 50 people 
of political opponents... afleaecT to have gone in 

It could be a litany of African ANC custody. 

National Congress (ANC) “If the Red Cross wants to visit 


charges against Sooth Africa’s toe empty prisons.-tbey’rc free to 


white rulers, but this time the 
accusations are levelled against 
toe anti-apartheid movement it- 
self. 


do so,” ANC President Nelson 
Mandela said. 

Together with senior aides, in- 
cluding his wife Winnie, Mr. 


Thirty-two former prisoners of Mandela met 17 of the 32 in an 
toe movement returned to South effort to deftisc criticism of the 
Africa in August, saying ANC movement. 


jailers were no better than then- 
counterparts in Pretoria. 


He p romis e d all their com- 
plaints would be investigated and 


“The y broug ht false charges said measures would be taken to 
against me that I was a spy for the protect them against retribution. 
South African police,” said one The fo rm er pr iso ners include 
of toe group, Patrick Dlongwana. Gabriel Sethloke, whose family 
“They forced confessions out of wrote a letter to toe Johannes- 
me with torture.” burg Star naming several people 

The prisoners were held in alleged to have disap peared while 
African states by toe ANC during in ANC custody, 
toe 30 years it spent as an out- “Fm afraid of this so-called 
lawed movement waging gnerriHa new South Africa,” the letter 
warfare from exile against white writer said. “Wc are going to 
minority rule in South Africa. have a government of crooks.” 
President F.W. De Klerk last 


According to Mr. Dlongwana 


year launched reforms to end and others released from ANC 
apmtoeid and in c l u de toe newly- detention, their experiences were 
legitimised ANC and other black samilar to those of anti-apartheid 
groups in the drafting of a new activists who fell fool of the South 
Don-racial constitution. * African government. 

The Interna ti o nal Committee Mr. Dlongwana, 32, said he 
of toe Red Croa (ICRC) first first ran into trouble with the 
tried to investigate conditions in ANC in his homet o wn of Port 
ANC prisons 15 years ago, but H ir a h at h in the Eastern Cape 
toe anti-apar theid movement re- Province because tns sympathies 
fused access. were with the rival Pan Africanist 

, ANC a S reed to aflow “ Congress (PAQ. A petrol bomb 
ICRC probe only after releasing mmA on his home Us 


mother. 

“I went to Lusaka (the Zam- 
bian capital) in 1986 to meet 
senior ANC officials and sort out 
my problems,” he said. “But they 
accused me erf being , a spy and 
interrogate d me under torture.” 

He that after nuviriK in 
detention an ANC tribunal seat-, 
enced him to 15 years hard labour 
on the basis of c onfe s si ons ex- 
tracted under torture. 

Most of ins time in detention 
was spent doing hard labour in 
Qpatro camp in Angola. 

“We had to crush stones be- 
cause prison guards said that’s 
what Nelson Mandela was doing 
on Robben Island,” said Mr. 
Dlongwana, who describes him- 
self as a playwright. 

‘The ANC destroyed me poli- 
tically, mentally and physically," 
he raid. ”1 used to be active 
politically, but after what the 
ANC did to me I want nothing 
more to do with politics-” 

He said his health had been 
ruined by two hunger strikes he 
launched to protest at prison con- 
ditions and by beatings from 
ANC guards. One beating has 
given him epileptic fits, be said. 

“Sometimes in Quatro I 
thought it would be better to be 
in a South African jail.” 

Four other men released with 
him made similar allegations of 
wrongful imprisonment and ill- 
treatment against the ANC 

Most of toe 32 premised the 
ANC they would keep sOent ab- 
out their experiences as part of 
attempts at reconciliation. 


By Alan Eisner 
Renter 

WASHINGTON — U.S. officials 
believe toe days of Fidel Castro's 
Cuba are numbered without 
Soviet support, but fear political 
chaos may ensue if his govern- 
ment begins to crumble. 

“A ample of years ago, you 
would have said this regime is 
there for the duration. Now you 
would ray that time is not finite 
for toe continuation of die regime 
because it’s hard to see bow it 
could continue,” one U.S. State 
Department official said. 

He spoke shortly before 
Secretary of State James Baker 
met Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev in Moscow and re- 
ceived a pledge that the Soviet 
Union would begin talks im- 
mediately cm withdrawing 11,000 
troops from Cuba. 

It was the latest of several 
weighty blows to Mr. Castro, who 
since 1959 has defiantly main- 
tained a mifiant Marxist state 
deep in what the United States 
considers its back yard 145 
kOometres from the shores of 
Florida. 

With various fo rms of Soviet 
economic aid and subsidies, esti- 
mated last year at $3.5 billion fast 
drying op and with the loss of 
trade with former Soviet satellites 
in Eastern Europe, -U.S. officials 
now believe Mr. Castro’s rule is 
ultimately doomed, though he 
may hang on for a few years 
more. 

But they are worried about 
how a transition to a new lead- 
ership. and they hope a new 
economic and political system, 
might be effected. 

Could it be a bloodless coup by 
senior elements of the army or 
the Communist Party, or might it 
be another Romania, where com- 
munist dictator Nicolae Ceauses- 
cu was removed amid turmoil and 
heavy loss of life? 

“There’s worry among people 
on both rides of toe fence in Cuba 
about civil strife and bloodshed in 
a transition,” said Cole Blaster, 
head of the Hispanic Division of 
the U.S. Library of Congress. 

The State Department official 
concurred . "We ’ ve seen all 
shades and forms of what can 
happen. It can be peaceful, it can 
be mm-peacefril. You can’t rule 
out anything.” 

One problem is that Cuba has a 
relatively meagre democratic 
tradition to draw on and Mr.- 
Castro prevented any sort of 
opposition from emerging. 

The United States sees no real 
opposition with the exception of 
some small human rights groups 


Independence for Yugoslavia’s 
Macedonia is trouble for Greece 


By Stephen Week* 

Renter 

ATHENS — A pro- 
independence vote in Sunday’s 
referendum in Yugoslav Macedo- 
nia is likely m bring a nasty row 
with neighbouring Greece and 
further raise tensions throughout 
the explosive Balkan peninsula. 

The tiny, ethnically-mixed re- 
public of 2.1 million people on 
Greece’s northern border was ex- 
pected to vote on Sunday for 
independence — the third Yugos- 
lav republic to do so this year. 

So far Yugoslavia's bloody ethnic 
fighting, in which hundreds of 
people have been lolled since 
June as the country breaks up, 
has remained within its borders. 

But Greek officials have made 
dear that toe founding of an 
independent state called Macedo- 
nia — a name considered to be an 
integral part of Greece's heritage 
— would poison relations in toe 
southern Balkans. 

“Greece will not recognise an 
independent state bearing the his- 
torical Greek name ‘macedo- 


ma\” Foreign Minister Antonis. 
Samaras said lari week. "This 
would be a di stortion of history 
and a denial of our cultural herit- 
age.” 

Samaras charged that officials 
in Skopje, capital of the Macedo- 
nian republic, have designs on 
Greek terri t ory, raising the possi- 
bility that independence could 
lead eventually to the first cross- 
border clash in the Balkans since 
World War H. 

"It is inconceivable to recog- 
nise a state when leading circles 
in Skopje are potting forward 
territorial and other claims 
against our country,” Samaras 
said. 

Yugoslav-Macedonian groups 


ander the Great, who died in 321 
BC. 

Instead Greece claims Alexan- 
der .as one of its own, who was 
taught by the Greek philosopher 
Aristotle and spread Greek cul- 
ture throughout the Middle East 
and Central Asia during his 
legendary military campaigns in 
the fourth century BC 

President Constantine Kara- 
manlis said over toe weekend that 
archaeological evidence from the 
time of Alexander proved “a 
common language, religion and 
culture were shared by all Greeks, 
giving an irrefutable response to 
anyone who has tried to falsity 
toe history of Macedonia.” 

From the Greek point of view. 


in Australia and toe United the pr e sen t republic was created 
States have often described them- for political expediency by 


selves as “Aegean-Macedonians” 
and called fra- a new counity 
stretching to the Aegean Sea and 
including toe northern Greek dty 
of Salonika. 

Greece fiercely rejects claims 
by officials in Skopje that their 
republic's origins reach bask to 
die Macedonian emp ire of Alex- 


Yugoslav communist leader Josif 
Broz Tito after World. War IL 

Greece sees the inhabitants as 
primarily a Slavic group — like 
most of Yugoslavia's peoples — 
which has been rewritin g history 
to support its territorial ambi- 
tions. 

The row has been taming in-' 


treatfing an extremely careful line coup, Moscow, had put its trade 
to stay out of jail with Cuba on a hard currency . 

“One of the reasons that the accounting basis resulting ra a 
situation is so unfortunate is we drastic slowdown in the arrival of 
can't see any opening on either Soviet commodities, 
the political or economic side. There s no doubt that Cuba 
norri^i.riv nnlirical ride.” feces a bleak future in teems of 


particularly the political side, 
raid the official. 


Soviet largesse.” said the State 


creasingty nasty as Yugoslavia 
moves towards disintegration. 
The Balkan neighbours expelled 
some diplomats in March over 
toe Macedonian question. 

• Greece is also angered by what 
it sees as persistent efforts by 
officials in Skopje to whip up 
international support for a 
Macedonian minority which it 
says exists in Greece. 

Prime Minister Co n sta nt ine 
Mftsotakis cm Sunday dented tint 
such a minority existed, c allin g it 
“a ghost minority promoted by 
people outride Greece, not with- 
in it.” 

Some historians say there was a 
Slavic-speaking population in 
areas of present-day Greece of 
perhaps 200,000 at the start of 
this century but that the number 
has dwindled to less than 10,000 
.today. 

Greece wants the 
independenc e -minded Yugoslav 
republic to call itself “the federal 
republic of Skopje” and renounce 
any territorial claims if it wants 
good relations. 


“If you're going to have a Department official, adding that 
successor government, yon're Cuba s inefficient command eco- 
eoing to have some kind of infras- nomy was not c apable of seeking 
trnctnre or Democratic Party- out new forms of income, 
building and none of that is there Under these circumstances, 
at the moment” he said. U.S. official intend to keep up 

Mr. Blaster said economic con- the pressure and warn they wiB 
ditions were clearly going to not permit any attempt by Mr. 
worsen on the island as Moscow Castro to relieve social and poB- 
eli urinated the barter arrange- deal tensions by repeating the 
meat under which it overpaid for 1980 Manel boatlift in which 
Cuban sugar while ’ providing more than 100,000 Cubans were 
nearly all of its oil and three permitted to flee to Florida, 
quarters of its imports. Already U.S. official say they have con* 
food shortages are becoming tingency plans to sop another 
widespread and last weekend the Martel, which would probably 
government even introduced indude preventing U.S. boats 


tobacco rationing. 


from leaving U.S. shore* to pick 


Even before last month's failed up refugees. 

LETTERS 

Courtesy on the roads 

To die Editor: 

AFTER.teadmg. and hearing about the many traffic accidents m 
Jordan, I would tike to relate some of my experiences on the 
Kmgdon’s roads hoping that some responsible authority can find 
a solution to lessen toe unnecessary traffic-related injuries and 
loss of life. 

I have been living as a resident, working in Jordan for the past 
two years, and often drive a car in Amman and on the open roads 
leading to Madaba. 1 find there is a great lack of proper 
observance of traffic regulations, courtesy on the roads and 
common sense on the part of both drivers and pedestrians. Many 
people take unnecessary risks to get to their destination in a great 
burry. The following are a few examples 1 have encountered. 

There are many intersections where "Stop" signs (dearly 
marked in Arabic and English) are not observed, I know of 
crossroads where drivers actually speed through a Stop sign and 
frantically blow their horn at anyone who gets in their way at the 
crossroad. One such sign which is totally ignored by almost every 
driver is located in Jebel Lwebdeh. in front of Terra Sancta 
College. 

At this intersection there are many children walking to and 
from the various schools in the area. It seems a miracle that more 
.accidents do not occur at this particular location. About a month 
ago I noticed that the police were monitoring this intersection 
and issuing tickets for traffic violation to the many drivers who 
passed toe Stop sign without stopping. I think the police ran out of 
tickets, because after two days they left the area, and driven 
continue to speed through the Stop sign. * 

The lack of giving proper signals when changing lanes and 
following too dose in moving traffic often lead to accidents. Taxi 
drivers in particular seem to be guilty in this regard. I have seen 
tans pass me in a great hurry, only to get in front of me and 
suddenly stop to allow passengers get down. 

Pedestrians also take too many risks when walking on or near 
roads. I have seen teenage boys pretend they are going to step in 
front of a moving car only to pufl back in tune and laugh when they 
see the sudden alert or expression of fear on the driver’s face. 1 
have also seen groups of well-dressed young ladies walking arm in 
arm, blocking toe road, and not moving out of it, even after a 
polite wanting by the driver who wishes to pass them slowly. This 
is the case particularly on country roads and in villages- In other 
cases passing a group of boys, one of them pretended to push his 
friend in front of a moving car, pulling him back in time, giving a 
scare both to .his friend and the driver concerned. 

Another dangerous practice is the storing of building materials 
on the roads and blocking almost half of the road. This is 
particularly dangerous on two-lane roads, at night, when one 
approaches such an unexpected obstacle with another car arriving 
from the opposite direction. 

These are only some of my observations of the traffic situation 
m Jordan. No matter how well constructed the roads are. people 
still need to be aware of the importance of good driving and 
prudent behaviour on the roads, for the good of all 

No doubt toe great influx of people, with their cars into Jordan, 
during the past few months has resulted in many problems and the 

Pcrfl ?P? so ™ Printed reminders of 
essential road mid traffic _;rcguianons , to encourage road safety 
fe be prepared and distributed to all new residents hi Jorfan. 

At the same time a greater effort by teachers in schools, to 
encourage proper behaviour of children on the roads, can be of 
some help to improve safety. 

I retail a motto ^once used to promote safe driving: “Courtesy is 
I t /J nnk / «« can get into thteSbit of being 
courteous on the roads, we would find that it does pay. 

Priar Roger Petrus OJJUL, 
Terra Sancta College, 
Amman. 
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Peace conference ‘within grasp 9 

• (Ceotinned from page l) . . 

Mkkfle East pa« confcro^. 

. In raponse to aquestiou, Mr. - . 

Djerepao tdd Ait one. of die . Speaking about key priorities 
xnoBt mqjortant agenda items in in Sontb Asia, Mr. Djerejian said 
fiitine multilateral negotiations mcfcar proSferatioo » “one of our 
win. be tfae question of water most important concerns.” A 
rights because of Hie critical U.S. objective in this regard, be 
scarcity of water in the region. ^,‘%to getIix&a and Pakistan 
“We wiH be giving a great deal of to embark on a regional non- 
priority to this and have already proliferation framework” 


Bush gets powerful supporter 


(Coothned from' page 1) ■ 

The xmplkatiqn of Israel ite', 
combing to what it sees as Amer- 
ican threats over aid is 'too omi- 
uous, tin sources said. It could 
create a dangerous precedent on 
the eve of a peace conference. 

For America’s pro-Israel lobby 


the issue is also sensitive, harking 
back to the days before Israel 
existed. 

The Jewish community in the 
U.S. is very sensitive ... to every 
Jewish issue and especially to 
saving Jews and settling them in 
Israel,” former Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin said on Friday. 


Baathist Party replaces Hammadi 

(Continued from page 1) democratic reforms and a law 


political parties. Excluded was 

the armed forces, where only the 
red g Mrt rParty wiB be allowed to 

t The conference followed 

nationwide Baath Party meetings 
to appoint local and regional offi- 
cials. 

J j it Since the Gulf war. President 

" J ni^MSaddam has announced limited 


democratic reforms and a law was 
passed last month allowing the 
formation of opposition parties. 

.The appointment of Dr. Ham- 
madi, a veteran politician with 
more than 25 year’s experience of 
high office, was seen as aimed at' 
t ackling the country’s severe eco- 
nomic problems in the aftermath 
of the Gulf war and broadening 
government support following 
the Shiite unrest in Match. 
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Mideast arms control 
needs international effort 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — The 
United States Is “determined to 
move in a very prudent, patient, 
but. international effort to ensure 
that the peace won in Operation 
Desert Storm will be an enduring 
one,” says Bruce Riedel, director 
for Near East and South Asian 
Affairs at the National Security 
Council. 

The control of unconventional 
weapons “is by no means solved 
yet” in die Gulf region, and the 
countries of the area “should 
focus on the Iraq problem” and 
thfe implementation of the cease- 
fire resolution that ended the 
wax, he said. 

In a recent telephone interview 
with Saudi journalists, . Mr. 
Riedel pointed out that “substan- 
tial progress” has been made 
since the end of the Gulf war. 
Germany instituted more exten- 
sive export control policies, he 
said, and the United States and 
the United Nations are encourag- 
ing other countries to do the 
same. 

“The victory of the coalition 
forces in the Gulf also provides ns 
with a very special and unique 
opportunity to review the need 
for such export controls on a 
global basis,” Mr. Riedel said 
during the USXA-sponsored tele- 
press conference. 

“It would be prudent for all of 
us who have had the experience 
_ of seeing how Saddam’s regime 
" has repeatedly misrepresented it- 
self to the international commun- 
ity to continue to keep the press- 
ure on,” be said. “The U.N. 
should be encouraged and sup- 
ported in its efforts to carry ont a 
very intrusive series 'of inspec- 
tions.” 

U.N. Security Council Resolu- 
tion 687 requires that Iraq iden- 
tify and allow U.N. inspection of 
all its facilities and pr o gramm es 
for weapons of mass destruction, 
including nuclear, chemical, 
biological and missile program- 


Gorbachev 

questioned 

• (Continued from page 1) 

Saturday, said die United States 
wanted to support Estonia in its 
efforts to establish a vibrant free- 
market economy. 

. “We. have decided to. include 
the Baltic states as a group in 
programmes we have for emerg- 
ing democracies in central and 
eastern Europe, and for the ba- 
lance of this year we will be 
making available roughly $14 mil- 
lion for the three Baltic states,” 
Baker tokl a news conference. 









EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY 

Real Estate "R" us has an immediate opening for a creative and 
ener 8 Q fc female manager to coordinate and supervise real 
estate activities towards promoting the objectives of the office. 
Benefits: Commensurate with knowledge & experience if any. 

Quarfficaiioj'st; . 

4 Must be able to speak, write and read English. Knowledge of 
additional language is an advantage but not essential. 
Must be able to work independently and produce original 
ideas after the training period is dona 
* Prefer a B.S., 

Please bring resume & recent photo along with cover 
letter explaining your Interest In working In real estate 

** The Director of Administration, 

NIDA SAUDI 

Shmaisanl/Opposlte to Concord Cinema Tel: 893837 
Sunday only between (£00-1:30) & (4:00-6:30) 


mes. The resolution is designed 
to ensure that Iraq docs not again 
become a threat to its neigh- 
bours, Mr. Riedel said. 

Mr. Riedel noted, however, 
that “the government of Saddam 
Hussein has consistently misrep- 
resented its programmes, and has 
engaged in a pattern of duplicity 
and cover-up in order to try to 
prevent international organisa- 
tions from carrying out their mis- 
sion.” 

Mr. Riedel said the y.N. Spe- 
cial Commission and the Interna- 
tional Agency for Atomic Energy 
(IAEA) has successfully exposed 
Iraq's programmes and “pattern 
of duplicity and misrepresenta- 
tion” in complying with . Resolu- 
tion 687. “The inspections, have 
revealed the extent of Iraq’s 
weapons of mass destruction 
programmes, and its efforts to 
misrepresent those to the interna- 
tional community,” be pointed' 
out. 

Resolution 707 condemned 
Iraq’s serious violation of its 
obligation under Resolution 687 
and demanded that Iraq provide 
full, final and complete disclosure 
of all aspects of its programmes to 
develop weapons o f mass dcstruo- 
. tion. Mr. Riedel said the United 
States is working with the Un- 
ited Nations to develop long-term 
monitoring of Iraq’s programmes 
as well as its dual-use installa- 
tions. 

The five permanent members ■ 
of the U.N. Security Council, all 
major arms suppliers, he said, 
met in July in Paris and agreed to 
a series of control initiatives. 
“They agreed that they would 
seek to find a way. to notify each 
other in advance of any future 
arms sales to the Middle East. 
They also agreed in principle that 
in the future the Middle East 
should become a zone free of 
weapons, of mass destruction,” 
Mr. Riedel said. 

“The July Paris meeting of the 


five U.N. Security Council mem- 
bers underscored the commit- 
ment of these powers not to let 
needs of their domestic arms in- 
dustries be the driving force in 
their arms sales policies, but 
rather a more important commit- 
ment to regional peace and stabil- 
ity,” Mr. Riedel said. 

“We would hope that over 
time, as we agree with the other 
four major arms suppliers Hi 
Paris, that we could move toward 
a process of creating a weapons of 
mass destruction-free zone 
throughout the Middle East re- 
gion,” Mr. Riedel said. 

Nevertheless/ Mr. Riedel 
added, “countries in the region 
have legitimate security needs, 
and they must be fulfilled through 
the development of conventional 
weapons systems in a balanced 
manner which will provide for the 
security of all those countries.” 

The United States seeks “to 
work with both the arms suppliers 
and the countries in the region to 
ensure that the level of arms is 
kept in a balanced and proportional 
way so that the- security of all 
states of the region are enhanced. 
In this regard, Mr. Riedel said, 
“The United States is fully aware 
of the legitimate security needs of 
our friends in the region.” 

He noted that Saudi Arabia 
“has been a full partner with the 
United States and the U.N. in its 
-efforts to bring about arms control 
and peace in the region." 

He said both Egypt and Turkey 
have shown consistently strong 
support for regional stability and 
for the defence of the countries of 
the Gulf. 

“The Kingdom of Saudi Ara- 
bia, and the other countries of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council, have 
proven a g ain and again their 
support of regional security and 
have agreed to attend as obser- 
vers at the October (Middle East) 
peace conference and to work 
with the peace process," Mr. 
Riedel said. 


Obey supports delay of 
Israel loan guarantees 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — The 
following statement was released 
Sept. 10 by Wisconsin Congress- 
man Dave Obey, chai rman of the 
House Appropriations Subcom- 
mittee on Foreign Operations 
and Export Financing: 

“I talked to both President 
. (George Bush) and Secretary of 
State (James Baker) before the 
congressional recess and to 
Secretary Baker last week. 

. “I have expressed my strong 
support for administration efforts 
to move the peace process for- 
ward and for its request to delay 
consideration for additional 
Israeli aid m the form of loan 
guarantees for 120 days. ' 

The president’s request is per- 
fectly reasonable. This opportun- 
ity for progress in the region is in 
all likelihood the last and best we 
will have for a long, long time. It 
is essential that the administra- 
tion and Congress act together in 
order to maximise American in- 
fluence for peace. 

“I would hope that the admuristra- 
tioq would accompany its request 
for delay of the loan guarantees 


with a delay in arms sales to alt 
parties in the region. We have a 
right to expect Israeli cooperation 
in seeking peace, but we also 
have a right to expect Arab coop- 
eration and such a suspension in 
arms sales would drive that mes- 
sage home as well. 

“I would hope that Israel and 
its supporters would see fit not to 
challenge the president’s request. 

“With all of the needs we have 
at home, the American public has 
had it with a lot of countries who 
feel that they are automatically 
entitled to American foreign 
assistance. There is no doubt that 
Israel will need some additional 
assistance. But when it comes, 
that assistance will not receive the 
public support it needs unless It is 
dear that the president feels it is 
in the interest of' the United 
Stoles to provide it. 

“It would be extremely unwise 
for Israel or its supporters to 
press ahead for additional assist- 
ance at this time in the teeth of 
presidential opposition because' 
such an effort would, I believe, 
result in much less public support 
for aid to Israel in the long term.” 


Experts applaud Bush stance 
on Israel loan guarantee 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — A 
panel of U.S. experts have voiced 
Strong support for the Bosh admi- 
nistration's efforts to convene a 
Middle East peace conference 
next month, and for its attempt to 
delay action on Israel’s request 
for a $10,000 million loan guaran- 
tee for the absorption of Soviet 
Jewish immigrants. 

Dean Fischer, Middle East 
bureau chief of Time magazine 
and former assistant secretary of 
state for public affairs during the' 
Reagan administration, said he 
was “delighted that the adminis- 
tration has seen fit to take on” 
the Israeli government on this 
issue. “It is important,” he said, 
“to let them know there are limits 
to American generosity." 

The Sept. 9 panel discussion, 
which was sponsored by the U.S.- 
Arab Chamber of Commerce, 
also dealt with a number of other 
issues relating to the Middle East, 
including post-war security 
throughout the region. 

The other panelists were San- 
dra Charles, a former national 
Security Council official who re- 
cently joined the International 
Planning and Analysis Centre 
(IPAC); John Thomson, a senior 
vice president of the Olayan 
Financing Company who served 
as commercial counselor at the 
U.S. embassy in Riyadh from 
1983 to 1987; and moderate John 
O'Sullivan, editor of National 
Review magazine. 

Pointing to the growing num- 
ber of requests for U.S. aid from 
other parts of the world — not- 
ably Eastern Europe and the 
Soviet Union — Ms. Charles said 
it is “remarkable” that “we con- 
tinue to give aid to Israel, without 
conditions, including the types of 
conditions that are good for 
Israel.” 

In particular, she and the other 
panelists sharply criticised Israel's 


policy of allowing its Jewish 
citizens to settle on the occupied 
West Bank. Not only does this 
directly contradict U.S. policy, 
but it also presents a major obsta- 
cle to peace talks, they said. 

The growing number of Israeli 
Jewish settlements in the occu- 
pied West Bank is “very humiliat- 
ing” to Secretary of State James 
Baker, who has described the 
settlements as “the most serious 
obstacle to peace’’ in the region, 
Ms. Charles said. She added that 
their very existence, in spite of 
U.S. protests, “challenges the 
ability of the United States to 
moderate this process.” 

Although she acknowledged 
that any peace process would be 
long and difficult, Ms. Charles 

stressed that the willingness of' 
most of the major parties to begin 
talks offers an unprecedented 
opportunity. “Never before have 
we been able to get the parties to 
sit down for a dialogue,” she said. 
“It is an important first stop, and 
in some ways constitutes success 
in and of itstef." 

Mr. Fischer also noted that “no 
one should expect a quick, Camp 
David-style resolution” of the 
Arab- Israeli conflict. He pointed 
out that the Bush adminikration 
has suggested that Israelis and 
Palestinians engage in three to 
five years of “confidence build- 
ing” before attempting to resolve 
all their differences. “Almost by 
definition,” Mr. Fischer said, 
“we’re talking about a lengthy 
process." 

Nevertheless, he underlined 
that the proposed conference 
offers “the only realistic hope”' 
for peace in the region, and noted 
that Israel would be a prime 
beneficiary of any movement to- 
wards a lasting peace. 

Progress in that direction 
would allow Israel to focus on its 


Syria: Loan guarantees 
will kill Mideast peace 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria said 
Saturday Middle East peace 
would be doomed if Washington 
submitted to Israeli pressure for 
loan guarantees. 

The official daily Tishreen said 
differences between U.S. Presi- ' 
dent George Bush and hardline 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir were “a test of strength 
between U.S. pragmatism and 
foe- Zionist lobby.”, 

“Submission to the Israeli 
blackmail in toe conflict between 
S h a mir and Bush not only does 
destroy peace efforts but 
threatens the interests of the 
Americans themselves,” it said. 

Mr. Bush has pledged to veto 
$10 billion in loan guarantees for 
Israel to win a 120-day pause for 
Middle East peace. 

He accused some of Israel’s 
supporters in Congress of trying 
to prevent him from taking steps 
vital to U.S. Security by pursuing 
Middle East peace. 

Tishreen said Mr. Bash’s de- 
mand for the delay in loan 
guarantees showed be wanted to 
lay a “cornerstone for the future 
dealing between Washington and 
Tel Aviv.” 

“The successive U.S. adminis- 
trations used to allow Israel and 
its supporters of the Zionist lob- 
by to decide toe foreign policy of 
the U.S. especially the Middle 


East policy it said. 

Saudi Arabian commentators 
on Saturday praised Mr. Bush for 
threatening to use his veto over 
the loan guarantees sought by 
Israel. 

The daily A1 Yom said Mr. 
Bush’s tough line against Israel 
“confirms the credibility and 
seriousness of the American 
administration to practise all 
means to impose a just and last- 
‘ing peace in the region.” 

The official Saudi Press Agen- 
cy (SPA) quoted toe paper as 
saying that peace in the Middle 
East could not be achieved if 
Israel insisted on obtaining the 
aid “whose aim is to build more 
(Jewish) settlements in the occu- 
pied Arab territories.” 

Another Saudi paper, Okaz, 
said Mr. Bush’s statement Thurs- 
day left “no doubt that the new 
international order has effectively 
started to impose Itself on new 
relationships.” 

“For the first time in its (42- 
year-okl) history, Israel is facing 
a genuine challenge to its greed 
and continuation in its intransi- 
gent policies towards the Palesti- 
nian people,” SPA quoted the 
paper as saying in an editorial. 

“Israel should now realise that 
tire times which ft used for achiev- 
ing its aims are now working 
against ft,” ft added. 


"pressing domestic problems" — 
including the absorption of new 
immigrants -- “which really have 
not been addressed because of 
concerns about security," said 
Mr. Fischer. 

Turning to security concerns 
throughout the region, Ms. 
Charles praised the administra- 
tion’s decision to continue to iso- 
late Iraqi leader Saddam Hus- 
sein, whose “antics since last 
spring... have further discredited 
him and his regime.” Pointing 
specifically to the “shell game he 
played with his nuclear program- 
me,” Ms. Charles said that Sad- 
dam Hussein “has continued to 
reinforce the administration's be- 
lief... that he is not to be trusted, 
and that so long as he remains in 
power, Iraq will suffer.” 

She also praised efforts by the 
United Stares, its coalition part- 
ners and toe United Nations to 
improve security cooperation 
among the Gulf states, as well as 
to exercise more control over 
arms sales to toe region. 

One "key development" that 
will positively affect toe region 
well into the future, Ms. Charles 
said, “is the emergence of the 
U.N. in the role for which it was 
created 40 years ago." 

She noted that countries are 
increasingly relying on the U.N. 
for peacekeeping efforts or spon- 
sorship of peace conferences, and 
offering supplies, manpower and 
funds to the organisation. “What 
this signals ” Ms. Charles said, 
“is an awareness that force can no 
longer be used to end disputes, 
and that the burden of responsi- 
bility for preserving the new 
world order must be shared by 
many nations.” 

Thus, despite the challenges 
that remain, “the future has nev- 
er looked brighter,” for the Mid- 
dle East, she said. 


Israeli 

unemployment 
rate rises 

TEL AVTV (AP) — Israel's un- 
employment rate rose to 10.8 per 
cent in the second quarter this 
year, pushed up by the continuing 
influx of Soviet Jewish immig- 
rants. 

The figure, from the Central 
Bureau of Statistics, was the high- 
est since a record 12.4 per cent 
jobless rate in the first quarter of 
1967 at toe end of a deep two year 
recession. 

It marked an increase from 10 
per cent in the January-March 
period and compared with 10.2 
per cent in the second quarter of 
1990, bureau statistics indicated. 

The bureau said that an aver- 
age of 178,000 people sought 
work each week in the second 
quarter. 

More than 300,000 Soviet Jews 
have arrived m Israel since 1989, 
when the Soviet Union relaxed 
exit policy. 

The Bank of Israel, the coun- 
try’s central bank, has predicted 
that the rate could rise to 14 per ' 
cent unless job-creation program- - 
mes are initiated to absorb the 
Soviet newcomers. 

Menacbem Porush, deputy * 
minister for labour and social 
affairs, said in a statement that 
unless “drastic action” is taken, 
the number of unemployed pco- . 
pie could reach 250,000. 
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Ottey, Ngugt clock 3rd 
fastest times in history 


BRUSSELS (R) — Merlenc 
Ottey and John Ngugi gave con- 
summate exidbitions of sprinting 
and long distance running respec- 
tively at tbe Brussels Grand Prix 
Friday. 

Jamaican Ottey ran tbe third 
fastest time in history for the 
women's 200 metres while Ngugi, 
running alone for a third of the 
race, clocked the third fastest 
time ever for the men’s 10,000. 

Ottey, determined to atone for 
her bitter disappointment at die 
Tokyo World Championships 
where she collected bronze med- 
als in both the women’s sprint 
events, clocked 21.64 seconds. 
Only American Florence Griffith 
Joyner has run faster. 

Ngugi, the Olympic 5,000 
metres champion who could not 
even qualify for the Kenyan 
World Championships team, 
toped easily around the track ofl a 
cool evening to win the 10,000 by 
more than 40 seconds in 27 mi- 
nates 11.62 seconds. 

Although he failed in his bid to 
break Arturo Barrios’s world re- 
cord, the four times world cross 
country champion is now behind 
only die Mexican and compatriot 
Richard Cbelimo in the all-time 
list. 

Two other Kenyans, both 
world champions, made bold but 
ultimately abortive world record 
attempts in the penultimate 
Grand Prix of die season. 

Moses Kiptanui clocked a 
year's best of 8:06.46 in the 3,000 
metres steeplechase while Yobes 
Ondieki, looking as died as be 
felt, won the 5,000 in 13:21.79. 

“You can’t push the body when 


it doesn’t want to go," Ondieki 
said. “I felt so tired... the season 
has been so long. I obtained my 
major goal — the world tide.” 

Kiptanui sakfc “I guess Tm too 
tired, it’s only my first year at tbe 
steeplechase.” 

American world champion 
Michael Johnson, who has made 
the 200 metres his own special 
preserve in the last two years, ran 
a season's best of 19.89. He is the 
only person to break 20 seconds 
this year. 

“Meiiene Ottey inspired me 
today,” Johnson said. “I thought 
if she can do that well, so can I.” 

The feature race of the night, 
the men's 1,500, also failed to 
produce a world record but con- 
firmed that Nooiredine Morcefi is 
untouchable over four laps. 

Tbe world champion took over 
from pacemaker Edger de 
Oliveira on the fianl laqp then 
accelerated in the straight to beat 
off a challenge from Britain’s 
Peter Elliott and win in 3:32.38. 

Elliott, the Commonwealth 
champion who was forced to 
withdraw from the World Cham- 
pionships with tendon trouble, 
set off in pursuit of Morceli at the 
bell but could not match the 
Algerian’s speed over tbe final 80 
metres. 

The first part of the evening at 
a meeting which now rates only 
behind Zurich in prestige on the 
Grand Prix circuit belonged to 
Ottey. 

The 31-year-old J amaican was 
fast out of the blocks, ran bril- 
liantly on the turn and won going 
away from world silver me dallist 
Gwen Torrance of foe United 




Mexiene Ottey 
States. 

“1 just didn't want to finish the 
season on a bad -note,” the 
world's premier women’s sprinter 
over tbe past two yearn said. 

“If I win the 100 at next year’s 
Barcelona Olympics, then IT 1 win 
foe 200." 

Ngugi was similarly impressive, 
striding on his own through foe 
September mist after foe last of 
his pacemakers had stepped 
aside. 

“My big goal is to break tbe 
world record at 10,000,” he said. 
“I believe I can run below 27 
minutes.” 

Meanwhile, foe French Athle- 
tics Federation decided Friday to 
apologise for the behaviour of its 
sffver medal winning men’s sprint 
relay team at foe World Athletics 
Championships in Tokyo. 

The French 4x100 metres team 
were heavily criticised in the 


media for their attitude at tbe 
medals ceremony on Sept. 1 in 
Tokyo when they refused to 
shake hands with the victorious 
U.S. quartet and snubbed the 
American national anthem. 

After a disciplinary hearing in 
Paris Friday, foe French Federa- 
tion condemned foe four athletes 
for their “serious failing’' and 
said it would apologise to foe 
Internationa] Amateur Athletic 
Federation (IAAF). 

Bruno Marie-Rose, who non- 
chalantly put one foot on the 
upper step of the victory podium 
while foe U.S. anthem was play- 
ed, was tbe only member of the* 
French team at the bearing. 

The French Federation said 
Max Moriniere, Jean-Charles 
Trouabal and Daniel Sangouma 
were abroad but that the athletes 
had expressed regret for foe inci- 
dent. 


American wins world gymnastics title 


INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana (R) 
— Kirn Tmeelral of foe United 
States won foe gold medal in a 
controversial women’s all-around 
competition, but foe defending 
champion from foe Soviet Union 
said foe judges were unfair at the 
World Gymnastics Cham- 
pionships Friday. 

Zmeskal, 15, barely outpointed 
silver medalfat and defending 
champion Svetlana Bogninskaya 
of foe Soviet Union, 39.848 to 
■39.736. Romania’s Cristina Bon- 
tas took foe bronze followed by 
American Betty Okino, Soviet 
Tatiana Gutsn and American 
Shannon Miller. 

'Zmeskal, foe first American to 
win a world all-around title. 


scored 9.937 on foe uneven bars, 
9.962 on foe vault and balance 
beam and clinched foe title with a 
9.987 on the floor exercise, a 
routine for winch two of three of 
six judges awarded her a perfect 
marie of .10.0. 

Some of foe most spirited com- 
petition was in the post-event 
press conference between 
Bogninskaya, the defending 
world all-around champion, and 
Zmeskal’s trainer Bela Karolyi. 

Boguinskaya, 18, received a 
9.962 on foe vault, 9.912 on foe 
uneven bars and the balance 
beam and 9.950 on foe floor 
Jqxeiwe. . 

“I am 100 per cent convinced 
that I would have won if this 


competition had been held in 
Europe,” said Boguinskaya, who 
claimed she was badly under- 
scored on flic vault and the ba- 
lance beam. 

“America is America. When 
you’re competing at home, you 
get higher scores. Tbe judges 
weren’t especially fair.” 

The response enraged Karolyi, 
the Romanian native who 
coached Nadia Comaneci to an 
Olympic tide in 1976 and did foe 
same with Mary Lou Return in 
1984. 

“Boguinskaya is a beautiful 
gymnast,” Karolyi said in front of 
both competitors, “but with' all 
due respect to her, her time is 


over... how can you talk about 
foe judges? We had only two 
judges (of 24) in foe whole com- 
petition. It is not sporting to sug- 
gest an advantage.” 

Tbe two gymnasts were a study 
in contrast. Zmeskal, 15, is the 
shorter of foe two and appears to 
compete without fear. 

Bogninskaya, 18, is a page 
from a classical era — long- 
limbed and elegant, foe finest 
dancer in the competition. 

“This » Kke a dream for me,” 
Znfbskal said. “When they 
announced the award for me. in- 
stead of Svetlana,. I was almost, 
scared to walk up there because I 
wasn’t sure I heard right.” 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
Union’s top sports official pre- 
dicted Saturday that his country 
would sweep to victory in foe 
Barcelona Olympics despite los- 
ing talented athletes from die 
newly-independe nt Baltic states. 

“In die summer games we 
think that in terms of golds we 
can beat Germany, the United 
States and China,” said Nikolai 
Rusak, head of foe Soviet Sports 
Committee and effective minister 
for sprat. 

He told Reuters in an interview 
tbe forecast was based on de- 
tailed studies which tbe Soviet 
Union prepares before every 
Olympics: “We are rarely wrong. 
There may a difference of two to 
five medals, but the calculations 
are very exact.” 

Rnsak was less optimistic about 
Soviet chances in foe Albertville 
Winter Olympics in February, 
citing poor training results so far 
in skating, ski jumping and bobs- 
leigh. 

“We think that we’ll be com- 


peting on equal terms with Ger- 
many and Norway, but in quanti- 
ty of gold and other medals we’ll 
lose to Germany in the winter 
games,” be said. 

In 1968 die Soviet Union led 
the medals tables at both the 
winter and summer games. Their 
grand total of 66 golds was 20 
more than second-placed east 
Germany. 

But prospects for 1992 have 
been clouded by political turmoil 
in the country and the loss of foe 
three Baltic republics, whose 
athletes excel in basketball, bobs- 
leigh and several field events. 

Rnsak acknowledged that the 
three looked set to field foeir own 
Olympic teams, independent 
from the Soviet Union, subject to 
the apparent formalisation of an 
agreement next week by the In- 
.ternationaJ Olympic Committee 
(IOC). 

But he said Baltic athletes pick- 
ed to represent the Soviet Union 
in Barcelona in sports such as- 
volleyball and handball, where 


the selection process is virtually 
conqdeted, should be allowed to 
remain in Soviet teams if they 
wanted. 

“We think athletes who have 
won the right to take part in the 
Soviet team should be able to 
compete in Barcelona. Potitica] 
decisions shouldn't affect a per- 
son’s right to take part in foe 
team.” 

Rusak said that despite the frag- 
mentation of the country, Soviet 
sprats facilities would remain foe 


joint property of all republics — 
including the Baltics, which host 
the country’s only bobsleigh 
training run arid one of its key rid 
bases. 

Republican sports chiefs sent 
an urgent appeal to President 
Mikhail Gorbachev tins week to 
cancel laws fracing them to sell 40 
per cent of their hard currency 
earnings to the foreign trade bank 
and pay a further 30 per cent in 
tax. 


SCHOOL STARTS > 
AGAIN NEXT WEB^, 

. DOESN'T IT? 


that's 

RIGHT j 


Toulon wins St. Leger 


DONCASTER, England (R) — 
French raider Toulon, a flop as 
joint favourite in the fqisoin Der- 
by, made glorious amends Satur- 
day by battling ;lo victory in the 
St. Leger, final classic of the 
English horse radng season. 

Champion jockey Pat Eddery, 
riding the 5-2 Favourite to Perfec- 
tion, collared 6-1 shot Saddlers’ 
Han, the moont of John Reid, in 
tbe final furlong (200 metres) and 
held on gamely to win by one and 
half lengths. 

Lester Pfggott, bidding for a 
record-equalling ninth St Leger 
success, finished fond another 15 
lengths away on 13-2 chance 
Micheletti. 

There was drama shortly after 
the start of foe 14-furlong (2.9 
km) event when the lfritrong 
field had to swerve to avoid a 
man and a boy sitting on the 
course. 


As the r unn e r s passed, the man 
gestured to foe riders before scur- 
rying away wkh tbe bery under the 
nmnmg nuL 

After pace-setting Arcadian 
Heights and Jahafil gave way 
turning into the long straight, 
Saddlers' Han raced into a four 
lengths lead with three furlongs 
(600 metres) to travel. 

But Touton, trained by Andre 
Fabre, quickly dosed the gap and 
Eddery always looked to taw the 
upper band. 

Toulon won die Chester Vase 
in May but finished a well-beaten 
ninth in the Derby where he may 
not have handled the switchback 
Epsom track. 

Piggott, who deserted Royal 
Ascot winner Saddlers 1 Hall to 
ride Mfcheletti for his old friends 
Charles St Goerge and trainer 
Henry Cecil, has now been 
placed 20 times in the Leger. 


Suave Dancer wins 
Irish champion stakes 


DUBLIN (R) — French derby 
winner Suave Dancer swept to an 
effortless win in the Irish Cham- 
pion Stakes Group 1 horse race 
Saturday. 

The 6-4 on favourite, ridden 
with great confidence by Amer- 
ican Cash Asmussen, beat 8-1 
chance Environment Friend by a 
very comfortable four lengths. 

Stagecraft, the 5-1 mount of 
Steve Canthen, was two lengths 
further bad: in third place. 

Suave Dancer had not run fra 
77 days and tins impre ss i ve vic- 
tory was a perfect preparation fra 
his Prix de L’Arc de Triomphe 


re-match next month with Gener- 
ous, tbe EngRsh Derby winner 
who defeated the French colt in 
the Irish Derby. 

Asmussen was quietly confi- 
dent tbe might be able to reverse 
platings next time around. “In 
tbe Arc I think he is going to be 
on the top of bis game. I think we 
can be within shooting distance of 
Generous.” 

Asmussen was careful not to 
give Suave Dancer a hard race on 
the rain-cased ground at Dublin's 
Leopardstown Trade. “He pretty 
modi coasted,” the jockey said 
with obvious satisfaction. 



Soviets predict Olympics triumph without Baltics 


Uttle League season starts Friday 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Amman Little League soccer season 
begins Friday with an opening ceremony at the American School 
fields in Amman. The league was established to satisfy the needs 
of children’s physical activities. The priority m acceptance for the 
little league is for foe kids whose parents are volunteers. Indeed, 
the parents themselves will coach and participate in differe n t 
roles. Tbe soccer league, authorised by its committee and 
commissioners, has divided the squads into four major divisio ns : 
tots, juniors, mids, and seniors. 

Forget, Delaltre reach Bordeaux final 

BORDEAUX (R) — Unsettled Olivier Delaitre sprung another 
surprise Saturday to set up an aD-French final with top seed Guy 
Forget in the 300,000 Bordeaux Mien’s Tennis Tournament. 
Delaitre, who had earlier a cco u nted for second seed Jonas 
Svensson of Sweden and seventh seed Alexander Mronz of 
Germany, added foe scalp of co mp atriot ‘Thieny Champion, 
settled three. The world’s 83rd-ranked player needed httie more 
than an hour to win 6-3 6-1 against Champion, who said l a t e r be 
vm1uiricficqjped% a tfal^ injury. Champion said afterwards be 
may have to poll out of France's Davis Cop team to face 
Yugoslavia next week in a World Group sem i fi nal . 

S. Korean retains WBA title 

SEOUL (R) — South Korean Fu k Yung-Kymi dominated 
Venezuelan Eloy Rojas to retain his World Baring Association 
(WBA) featherweight title with a u na nimous paints deris i on over 
12 rounds Saturday. Park, 24, came roaring out in the first rotmd, 
briefly knocking down tbe challenger, and was unrelenting until 
the final bett. IBs punches often lacked accuracy but his non-stop 
lefts and rights forced the challenger to keep back-pedalling. 
Making his second defence of the titiq he took from Venezuela’s 
Antonio Espanagoza in March, Park was never in trouble 
throughout the fight in the southwestern city of Mokpo. The three 
judges I scored it 118-110, 116-111 and 118-113. The win* was 
Park’s 20th, 12 by knockouts, against one defeat. Rojas, the 
WBA’s number one contender, suffered his first defeat after 22 
wins, 21 by 'knockouts, during a five-year professional career. 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
S TANNAH HIRSCH 
C1991 Tram Mali Samara, me. 

KILL THE THREAT 
North-South vulnerable. ' West West led 


NORTH 

* Q J 5 2 

> Q J 10 7 

* A K 4 3 

WEST EAST 

* A 3 * 6 4 

T JF 10 9 8 2 T76543 
> A K 9 8 0 4 3 2 

* J 6 4Q 7 5 

SOUTH 

* K 10 9 8 7 
v KQ 

£ 6 5 

* 10 9 8 2 
The bidding: 


West 

North 

East 

Son tfa 

l ~ 

Dbl 

3 S? 

3 4 

Pass 

Pass 

4 4 

Pass 

Pass 


Opening lead: King of •> 

When the enemy threat is there 
for aQ to see, don't just ignore it 
Take what steps you can in an at- 
tempt to neutralize it 
Over North’s .takeout double. 
East took advantage of tbe vulnera- 
bility to preempt to the three-level 
with a hand that most would be 
happy to consign to the garbage paiL 
South had just enough to enter the 
auction freely, and North’s raise to 
game was dear-cut. 


West led the king of diamonds, on 
which East followed with the deuce. 
Prospects for the defense w era not 
very bright The only last tricks 
available were the ace- king of dia- 
monds and ace of spades. If there 
was a setting trick available, it 
would have to come hm tbe chib 
suit 

East's deuce of diamonds was dis- 
tressing to West. It meant declarer 
held at most two diamonds and that, 
left to his own devices, declarer 
would be able to obtain two discards 

on dummy’s diamonds. If that hap- 
pened. the chances for a chib trick 
would go agHmmering. 

There was just one hope — declar- 
er had to have started with four 
clubs and no more than five trumps. 
West continued with the ace of dia- 
monds and another, □□ which a club 
was discarded from the closed hand. 
Declarer could see what was coming, 
and in an attempt to forestall the 
defense's schemes. South wanted no 
time in leading a trump. But West 
grabbed the ace of spades and led a 
fourth diamond, and East's six of 
spades was a defensive boon. Al- 
though declarer could overrun, 
there was no place to park the chib 
loser. Twist and turn as much as 
possible, declarer still bad to con- 
cede a dub trick at the end— down 
one. 


Andy Capp 


Mutt<n’Jeff 






so keep pinging along. 

GZMINXz (May 21 to Arne 2X ) One of 
those days when you tan have a wry 
happy time by going off to the jrfanea 
and with the peaces who attract and 
appeal to yoa tbe moat. 

MOON CWIWIFNi (Jane 22 to My 
21) Whatever joo woofcl Bcc to do that 
does require some ikiCfd manoeuvring 
at home so you can get your family to do 
what you warn can produce fine results. 

LEO: (My 22 to August 21) Your 
inte r est is seeing and being with doac 
companions be they return: or personal 
co mpanio ns is fine hot tint show yen 
an uncre ated hi them. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) 
A day to tUnk bjg so this job can titer 
make some pretty expansive cuckSUous 
far youndf so be with those ofsatme 

LIBRA: (Septe m ber 23 to October 22) 
This is yowr time to make are you do 
afl anal soda! fat ne s t s in a 
personal «»— — ■ so that ottos enjoy 


is in a petition to give yon a boon when 
it aid yon As most so do so. 

AQUARIUS: (Jonasy 21 to Fttasmy 
19) This is your time to make amt ton 
do handle these new irtguW o ' in yew 
Bfc in a very positive manner by acswdh 
making Acs part of jronrttdy <4tt> 

PISCES: (February 20 to Mott 20) 
This is • beaatiM thy far ydn to tttrar 
asual attics that yon want to ftwrrtwwe 
yarn- effects with thaws so flat codes 
re mi ts fbBov. 

lUt^ddA If yoor cNM were ban 
today toe or be deep wide* wfll have a 
wonderful understanding of jot whai it 
n eces sar y in chart far mdr vocattotoi 
path that w3 bring a Mg reepome. This 
exact-inf *«*d particular fatomduti Ska 
to base tbe opportunity to reduce toe* 
ideas u a perfect facsito* (hot is flaw, 
less in every d et ai l 

Tbe stars impel they Oo nor corn- 
pci " What you make of jonr life ia 
largely op to you. 


Ready-made exefat si re fy 


Worid RasoussE- Dayan & Co lac 
Jm«s- G«n-. 


jewellery. 


Aremar- fto Da 
Anwj'v Aiwa Haw R~- cnS 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By HtirrU 



Km cooking my eggs in the toaster 
because the walk to the stove 
is too far." 


Unscramble thus four Jumbtoa, 
om tatfar to arch aquare, to toon 
four ordbury wonts. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD OAK 
v by Henri Arnold and Bob Lea 


Aw-youva feed (be aHc 
with it so tang 


OXMIA 



DEESU 


GROFTE 



HE ACTEP LIKE A 
SKUNK AKP HOFEP 
NOBOFY WOULF 
©ET THIS. 


Now arrange the circled fatten to 
form the surprise answer, an sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles; SOAPY- GRIPE BRUTAL SHREWD 

Answer; Whatttiat chronic skeptic was never in doubt 
about— HIS DOUBTS 


THE Daily Crossword by Don, 


10 — the ba (pay) 
14 Ft. region 


17 Poultry place 
IB Maks afferent 

19 Happy 

20 Protector 

23 Essential part 

24 Chin, sauce 

25 

28 Inevitable 
destruction 
30 Centrally 
located: prof- 

33 Pair 

34 Lasso 

35 Timetable abbr. 

36 Incarcerated 

40 Was in front 

41 ***"» *— ' 
mosquito 

42 NY ooQega 

43 Attempt 

44 Soviet news 


CMg rTrOu n, mkm Semen. Ha 
M (Ugna hmtm 


45 Was impudent 

47 Old-timer 

48 Of the ear 

49 Presley hit 

55 Sweet wme 

56 Famous cow 

57 Wind fndfcator 
59 Cruising 

80 Added clause 

61 At the same time 
as 

62 River duck 
83 FSes aloft 

64 Wind Instrument 

DOWN 
1 Alphabet. 


11 Stare at 
Wrtahously 

12 Spoken 

13 Spread hey 

21 King: Fr. 

22 "—Is an 
Island" 1 

2 5 Qrowrvup 

26 Piano adjuster 

27 — bear 

28 Minces 

29 Deciduous trees 

30 Certain 
sharks 

31 Castle Or Papas 

32 Wood nymph 
34 Fishing and 


sfezzfcS* M 


nnnno Hnnran n~n 
nrannn nnnnn nnrj:, 
nnriuinnHnnnn nnnn 
rarannrj nnnnnrrj 
nnnnrann:. 
nnnnrtn nnnnnn 

nnnnn nnn- 
nngn r,r.n.in: 

hhr nnnnn runon 
nnnnnK 
nnnnnnn nnnR.nnn 
nranurin mnnnn 
□nn nn^nnnrr - r nn 
non nnnnn nonni 
nnn oounn nnnm 


6 Yet to be kpksd 45 Directs the 

- cotrse of 
SVetey 46 PuOBdze 

J fkFfty 47 Essential 

10 Indistinct 48 WtSow 


49 Sen— .CA 

50 Length times 


SS&dknhar's 


«!£?P*P od 9 e ~ 55 Butter aquas 
KQovtagw. 6S Outcome 


f.: 
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Fed cuts U.S. interest rates ; Fast legislation needed to ai< 
some say economy needs more decaying Soviet oil industry 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
U.S. centra] bank, the Federal 
Reserve Board, has lowered its 
key discount rate to the lowest 
level In 18 years but already 
analysts wonder if it’s enough to 
keep the economic recovery on 
course. 

The Fed Friday cut the rate to 
five per cent, from Si'per cent, 
to persuade companies and con- 
sumers to borrow and spend, to 
spur demand and production and 
to put more people to work. 

The central bank »1 jh > pushed 
down the overnight federal funds 
rate to 5.25 per cent from 5.5 per 
cent 

But many analysts say the eco- 
nomy may need mote help, ami 
predicted further cuts this year to 
help shake the country loose from 
its 14-month recession. 

“It’s not going to stimulate any 
great economic growth. It will 
prevent a slippage itato another 
recession,” said Ward McCarthy, 
managing director at Stone and 
McCarthy. 

“I expect they will ease again 
before the end of the year,” he . 
added. 

Allen Sinai, an economist at 
Boston Company, said, “There’s 
just no oomph in the econony and 


at best it’s mounting only a little, 
little bit of a recovery.” 

He predicted another cut m.a 
month or two unless there were 
signs of growth and new lending 
from banks. 

The U.S. Chamber of Com- 
merce also said the half a point 
cut in the discount rate was not 
enough. 

The country’s econony has 
shown only sporadic sings of a 
rebound from the recession that 
began in July 1990, and some fear 
it might be slipping back into 
recession. 

In announcing the discount 
rate cut, the central bank said it 
acted because money supply 
growth was weak, inflation was 
moderate and it was concerned 
about the potency of the econo- 
mic recovery. 

The move came on the heels of 
government reports that showed 
retail sales fell 0.7 per cent in 
August and consumer prices 
moved up only 0.2 per cent. 

The FtefTs action had some 
immediate effect — several major 
commercial banks lowered the 
prime lending rate they give their 
big corporate customers. New 
York’s Morgan Guaranty Tttrst, 
Go., die nation's fourth largest. 


Strike cripples India’s 
gas, fertiliser industries 


NEW DELHI (AP) — About 
47,000 workers of a state-run oil 
company stayed away from their 
jobs for the fifth -day Friday, 
virtually paralysing fertiliser and 
cooking gas production. 

Tbe strike by OQ and Natural 
Gas Co m mi s sion (ONGC) work- 
ers is to protest die killing of a 
colleague who was being held by 
. separatist rebels in Assam, the 
northeastern state where India’s 
. richest onshore oil fields are k>- 
’ cated. 

Tbe strikers also want the gov- 
ernment to secure the release of 
four other officials of the ofl 
company who still are in the 
rebel’s custody. 

An oil company official said 
"tbe gov ern ment is losing 250 mil- 
lion rupees ($9.67 million) a day 
because of the strike. 

. Except for emergency services, 
all drilling and exploration opera- . 
tions have stopped, said tbe offi- 
xiaf speaking on 'condition of 
anonymity. 

He said die country is losing, 
about four million cubic metres of 
natural gas everyday, crippling 
cooking gas retails and gas-based 
fertiliser and power generation 
plants. 

ONGC is India’s only oil drill- 
ing and supplying organisation. If 
tbe strike continues, oil refineries 
sB also have to be shut. P r ess 
Trust of India news agency said. 

The Economic Times newspap- 


er said Friday India is left with 
only eight days of crude oil stock. 
However, stocks of gasoline, 
kerosene and diesel will last 
another 30 to 40 days, it said. 

Stocks of liquefied petroleum 
gas or cooking gas are almost 
over, the newspaper said. 

Petroleum Minister B. Shank- 
aranand’s talks Friday with die 
workers to end the strike were 
incondnsive. 

Tbe strike began Monday, a 
day after the buUet-riddled body 
of B.S. Raja, an assistant execu- 
tive engiMw in the oil company, 
was found near a railroad track in 
Assam. 

Mr. Rajn was kidnapped July 1 
by the separatist United libera- 
tion Front of Assam. Tbe mili- 
tants had .threatened to InU Mb'. 
Raja and another ONGC official, 
ChittaiM; Jan Mahan ty, if the gov- 
ernment did not release 16 jailed 
comrades. 

The government refused. 

The front wants Assam to 
secede from India, claiming the 
federal government siphons away 
tbe region’s natural wealth from 
tiie load people. 

Assam, also known for its tea, 
is 1,800 kflometres east of New 
Delhi. More than 250 people 
have been killed in Assam since 
the insurgency flared up two 
years ago. 


Algeria denies it tempted by debt rescheduling 


ALGIERS (R) — The Algerian 
government has denied it was 
tempted to seek rescheduling of 
i&foreign debt and said it viewed 
such a move as “the worst of 
possibilities” facing ft. 

' In a statement, carried by'the 
official Algerian news agency 
APS late Friday, the cabinet de- 
nied a Paris report by Reuters 
“imputing to die Algerian gov- 
ernmen t an d particularly its 
prime min ister (Sktahmad Gho- 
aiti) the idea *that rescheduling 
appears as the only solution to 
bopg foe country out of die' diffi- 
culties in winch it finds itself.*” 
The cabinet added: “Tbe Alge- 
rian government recalls . dial to 
bring the country oat of tbe im-, 
p&e of the debt, ft counts first 
a h foremost on the redeploy-- 
rricjnt of the country’s own re-" 
sources, and it is in tins direction 


that ft has worked actively since 
its formation. • 

“Iii other terms, the Algerian 
government has* always consi- 
dered and continues to consider 
that rescheduling woald be in fact 
the worst of the' possibilities and 
that this solution, winch Algeria 
has tbe means to avoid, could not 
occur unless it is imposed on it.” 
Algeria has foreign debt set at 
about $25 billion much of it short 
term, and Mr. Ghozali has fre- 
quently expressed concern about 
the country’s economic situation. 

Mr. Ghozali has said the struc- 
ture of the debt is “disastrous” 
-with the debt service ratio having 
risen to 69 per emit from 18 per 
cent in 1988. 

. The government also criticised 
a Renter report of an interview 
given by Mr. Ghozali on Algerian, 
radio in which he called tor the 


International Monetary Fund to 
show more flexibility with Alger- 
ia’s problems. 

The cabinet statement, com- 
menting on background on meet- 
ings between Algerian and IMF 
officials, termed* the report 
tendentious and said a visit by an 
Algerian delegation to Washing- 
ton had produced conclusions 
that the Algerian government 
had accepted. 

Invitations to companies 

The Algerian state ofl company 
Sonatrach will invite about 30 
■selected foreign firms next week 
to apply to take part in producing 
from existing oilfields, a senior 
company official said Saturday. 

“This week we are going to 
contact (the firms) through (send- 
ing them) a number of documents 
to explain the procedure they 


should follow to enable them to 
apply to take part in cscpkritatkn 
of current oilfields, ” he told Reu- 
ters. 

The official, who asked not to 
be named, said as a first step 
Sonatrach had chosen eight or 
nine oilfields where the level of 
recovery was highest, inducting 
Hassi Messaoud in the southeast, 
Algeria’s biggest oflfield. 

Other fields could be proposed 
later, be added. 

Mr. GbozaK said Thursday 
foreign firms would soon be 
allowed to share in exploiting 
existing oQ and gas fields and the 
law would be changed to permit 


“In return for the- right pf 
association, they most advance 
money on the basis of sharing 
estimated higher output,” he 
said. 
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slashed its rate to 8 per cent from 
85 per cent. 

The White House, which has 
long encouraged lower interest 
rates as a way to pull the eco- 
nomy out of tbe recession, wel- 
comed the moves by the Fed. 

‘It’s good news,” White House 
spokesman Marlin Fitzwater told 
reporters. “I don’t think there’s 
any doubt that we’re coming out 
of the recession.” 

Treasury Secretary Nicholas 
Brady said he hoped Friday's 
move would be followed by 
others, adding, “it is extremely 
important that Fed policy support 
the economic recovery.” 

Hie White House had pushed 
for lower rates to spur the eco- 
nomy flhfwl of the presidential 
election next year. 

But Democrats said the Fed 
action had be followed by com- 
mercial bank cuts in interest rates 
to consumers. 

Charles Schumer, a Democra- 
tic congressman from New York, 
said tbe Fed had lowered tbe 
discount rate four times the past 
10 months “bat the big banks 
continue to charge outrageous 
credit card rates of 19 per cent 
and 20 per cent.” 


Job losses 
dog British 
recovery 

LONDON (R) — Year-on-year 
mflation in Britain fell to 4.7 per 
cent in August, according to offi- 
cial data released Friday which 
prompted Prime Minister John 
Major to say the problem of 


By Simon Cameron-Moore 

Reuter 

LONDON — Russia, which 
grabbed control of the world’s 
biggest national oil and gas indus- 
try from the central Soviet gov- 
ernment last week, now must 
unravel the legal knots delaying 
urgently needed foreign invest- 
ment 

“Hie number of interlocking 
jurisdictions are Kke the famous 
Russian dolls," says Ronald Free- 
man, first vice-president for mer- 
chant banking at the London- 
based European Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development 
(EBRD). 

Russian Republic President 
Boris Yeltsin said last week the 
Kremlin’s central planners no 
longer had a job looking after oil, 
gas and the rest of the energy 
Sources within tbe republic’s bor- 
ders. 

Mr. Yeltsin has to find a way to 
reverse years of neglect of coun- 
try’s biggest casta cow — its oil- 
fields. 

Production has plunged to less 
than 10 million barrels per day 
(bpd) from 12.8 million as recent- 
ly as 1988. 

Another year of dedme at this 
rate and Saudi Arabia, already 
pumping 8.5 million bpd and 
established as the world's biggest 
oO exporter, will be able to claim 
the additional tide of number one 
producer. 

The cost of getting Soviet out- 
put back to heights reached in the 
late 1980s would be almost $30 
billion, based on a cost starting at 
around $10,000 for each barrel 
added to capacity, tbe EBRD's 
Mr. Freeman said in an inter- 


view. 

“It's the industry they are giv- 
ing the highest priority because of 
foe need for foreign exchange," 
he said. 

Soviet oil exports averaged 
around 23 million bpd m the first 
half of 1991, 26 per cent below 
levels of a year earlier. 

Oil and gas exports provide 60 
per cent of Soviet hard currency 
earnings and every cent is 
needed. Moscow has made a plea 
for $6 billion worth of urgent 
food aid. 

The Russian Federation, which 
accounts for 90 per cent of Soviet 
oil output, is willing to take on 55 
to 65 per cent of tbe $60 billion 
Soviet external debt, according to 
the chairman of its central bank 
last month. 

Bankers and negotiators for 
Western firms in Moscow said the 
transfer of control of tbe oil 
industry to the Russian Republic 
would help clarify part of what is 
otherwise a very murky environ- 
ment in which to make deals. 

But Russia has a lot to do to get 
the money moving. 

While Western geologists are 
impressed by underground 
formations from the Caspian Sea 
to Sakhalin Island north of Japan, 
lawyers working on negotiations 
for joint ventures and exploration 
and production concessions are 
depressed. 

“From tbe Western companies 
viewpoint the country represents 
foe last fomtier for low cost (oil 
and gas) reserves. There are 
several Alaskan North slopes out 
there,” said George Reese, au- 
ditor Ernst and Young’s manag- 
ing partner in Moscow. 

But only about three -cal and 


gas production joint ventures are 
operating, although more are 
agreed at a protocol level. 

“The de facto result of the 
coup’s failure (last month) is that 
all the power lies with the repub- 
lics ... but we have to wait for the 
law to catch up with reality,” said 
Humphrey Harrison, whose con- 
sultancy, European Energy En- 
vironment, is involved in several 
joint-venture negotiations. 

Contract, property and tax 
laws need to be established. 

Another problem is a tradition 
in Russia of including social in- 
frastructure funding m enter- 
prises. Oil companies are running 
up against demands to build 
schools, hospitals and housing. 

“An oil company doesn't want 
to own a school,” said Mr. Free- 
man, but be added that ways 
must be found to satisfy such 
needs. 

Gening a legal framework in 
place to ease the way for foreign 
money could take one to two 
years, said Robert Scallon, direc- 
tor of Barclays Bank's export and 
' projects department with respon- 
sibility for Central and Eastern 
Europe. 

Getting the oil and gas sector 
back on track should take be- 
tween three to five years, he 
added. 

“I think it is safe to say that 
there will be half a dozen more 
registered by the year end,” said 
Mr. Ernst and Young's Mr. 
Reese, whose company is in- 
volved in talks on 30 to 40 joint 
ventures. 

Since the EBRD opened last 
April it has begun talks with 
about 10 major companies look- 
ing for Soviet oil and gas deals. 


rang’lrving’costs had been defe- SOViet deficit COUM be S333b 


But growing unemployment 
showed that he still faces a diffi- 
cult task to prove the economy is 
on the road to recovery after a 
deep, year-long recession. 

The inflation rate was the 
lowest in more than three years 
and was down from 5.5 per cent 
in July, according to official fi- 
gures measuring the retail prices 
iudex (RPI). The RPI had 
peaked at 10.9 per cent late Hast 
year after being as low as 33 per 
cent in early 1988. 

Mr. Major, who. must call a 
general election by next July, said 
the latest drop showed inflation 
had been defeated. 

“I think we can be confident 
now that we have got inflation 
licked in a way we have not seen 
for many years,” he said. 

Other ministers said it was 
dear the government would meet 
its target of an RPI of under four 
per cent by the end of 1991, 
probably below that of Germany, 
Europe’s strongest economy. 

“Our rate of inflation is now 
below the average of the Euro- 
pean Community and over the 
next few months ft is set to fell 
further to levels comparable with 
the best in Europe,” said chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer Norman 
Lament. * 


MOSCOW (AP) The . Soviet 
budget deficit is likely to surpass 
200 billion rubles ($333 billion) at 
foe official rare this year, the 
Finance Ministry has revealed. 

The TASS news agency said 
the figure — almost 10 times the 
planned deficit for 1991 — was 
given at a meeting of the Econo- 
mic Management Committee, in 
effect the transitional Soviet gov- 
ernment, Friday. 

While the amount sounds enor- 
mous when converted at the offi- 
cial rate used in international 
transactions, much of it is internal 
deficit. Foreigners can already 
officially change $1 for 32 rubles. 

By that reckoning, the new 
deficit would be only about $6 
billion. 

Russian Federation Prime 
Minister Ivan Siiayev, who heads 
the committee, rebuked Vladimir 
Rayevsky, first deputy finance 
minister, for falling to present 
measures to reduce the deficit, 
and suggested purchases of milit- 
ary equipment be cut to slash 
expenditures, TASS said. 

Mr. Siiayev said workers at 
military plants shood be kept on 
foe payroll, however, to encour- 
age them to move to civilian 


production. 

Exports have plummeted this 
year, depriving tbe Soviet Union 
of needed bard currency to pay 
for imports. 

TASS said the committee 
ordered tbe Finance Ministry to 
prepare detailed proposals for 
cutting budgetary expenditure. 

According to the news agency, 
Mr. Rayevsky tokl tbe committee 
the 1991 deficit is now projected 
at 144 bfflion rubles ($240 bil- 
lion). 

with credits from the Soviet 
state bank added in, the deficit 
will total more than 200 billion 
rubles ($333 billion), Mr. Rayevs- 


ky said, according to TASS. 

On Friday, the committee also 
rejected plans presented for 
keeping industries supplied in 
1992, saying they provided too 
h'ttle leeway for a market eco- 
nomy, TASS said. 

The remaining 12 Soviet repub- 
lics and three Baltic states were 
asked to review tbe plan, TASS 
said. 

Committee officials are trying 
to find ways to preserve the disin- 
tegrating Soviet Union as a loose 
economic association while allow- 
ing the republic and the Baltics to 
realise independence. 


Consists of three bedrooms, guest room, living room, maid 
room, three bathrooms, kitchen, telephone and central 
heating, with an area of 220 square metres. 

Location: Western Shmetsani, Abdul Hameed Al Nimr Street, 
near Bilal Mosque. The house number is 24. 

For Information plume, call teb 664256 or 685563 


AFCO 

Exclusive Agri Shop 

Home Garden Products 

Do not wait until your plants show the effects of insects, 
pests and fungus growth! 

Prevention Is better than cure 

CALL OR VISIT 

829310 

Souq Umm Uthainah 
Jabal Amman 





Furafslmd or Unfnniislied Semi-Villa 
For Rent 

American style super deluxe semi-villa Consists of a 
master bedroom, two bedrooms, four bathrooms, salon, 
dining room, two sitting rooms, large kitchen, maid's room, 
laundry room, front garden, back garden with terrace, 
garage for two cars. 

Location: Abdoun, near the new American Embassy. 

Please call: 676666 - 677888 


DR. MAHMOUD KUDAH 

| Dental Oral Surgeon 

D.DS, M£c.O r MJBJEJS (V.K) 

Senior specialist in Coos-Dentist, 

“Royal Medical Services “ Denial School” before , 
Member of tbe British Endodentic Society. 
Opening his own clinic at Prince Mohammad St., before 
the 3rd Circle - over the Housing Bank. 

Clinic tel.: 614072 - home tel.: 897000 


Arabic For Speakers Of Other Languages 


The Language Centre at the University of Jordan 
announces that the intensive course in modem 
standard Arabic for speakers of other languages will 
commence on September 22 and will last for 16 
weeks. 

The programme is intensive and classes meet in 
the morning for 20 hours per week, Saturday — 
Wednesday. . . 

Evening classes meet three days a week: Satur- 
day, Monday, and Wednesday . - 

Those Interested please call at 
the language Centre for regMratkm. 


OPPORTUNITY 

A Multinational insurance Company has an opening 
for a career-minded individual with the foliowing 
qualifications: 

- Jordanian with a university degree preferably in 
Humanities / Social Studies / Mathematics. 

- Age below 35 

- Excellent written and spoken English 

- Preferably with medical knowledge or interest 

Please mall a handwritten application with 
an updated CV; Including a contact phone 
number, and a recent photograph to: 


number, and a recent photograph to: 
UND Manager -P.O. Box 1307-Ammai 
Jordan, not later than September 21. 

An application* win' be treated In strict c o n fld s nc s. 
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Polish 


parhament 

rejects 

special 


powers bill 


WARSAW (R) — Poland's 
Communist-dominated parlia- 
ment Saturday rejected me Soli- 
darity government’s request for 
special powers to issue certain 
economic decrees with the force 
of law. 

It voted 196 to 99 with 32 
abstentions in favour of the bill, 
but this was short of the two- 
thirds majority of 215 votes 
needed to pass the legislation. 

Hie decision marts a defeat far 
die government in its efforts to 
push through free-market reform 
legislation and weakens its hand 
in the run-up to the first free 
parliamentary elections since 
World War II on Oct. 27. 

Parliament has been wrangling 
over the powers for several 
weeks. Prime Minister Jan Krysz- 
tof Bieledd called his request “a 
land of ay of despair when for. 
five months I could not achieve 
anything in parliament.” 

Both be and President Lech 
Walesa have long accused parlia- 
ment of . obstructing important 
r e fo rms. 

Government spokesman 
Andrzej Zarebsld said before the 
vote: “This is not a game. In the 
transition period, and daring the 
election campaign there is a real, 
however stiQ potential, threat of 
political chaos. 

“One should see the initiative 
of the government in such a 
context." 

Earlier amendments to the bill 
had already substantially cur- 
tailed the powers the gov ernm ent 
originally requested, limiting 
them to around a dozen specific 
areas. 

Mr. Bieledd had argued for a 
largely free hand in issuing eco- 
nomic decrees to break a logjam 
in legislation and in particular to 
pass urgent budget readjust- 
ments. 

But many deputies had ex- 
pressed unease at gr an t in g the 
government even limited powers. 

“The result of the vote is con- 
nected with the programme which 
could stand behind these pow- 
ers,” said Andrzej Bratkowski, 
chairman of ■’the parliamentary 
commission which presented die 
law. “It is evidence of feelings Of 
a lade of security,” he added. 

Late last month Mr. Bieledd 
offered to resign during the 
budget debate, when ex- 
communist deputies demanded 
the government step-down for 
alleged economic mismanage- 
ment. He emerged with a strong 
vote of confidence. 

Ex-communists and their allies 
have objected to tough spending 
cuts envisaged in the budget 
amendment and accused the gov- 
ernment of autocratic tendencies. 

This is die second Mow to the 
gover nm ent’s radical economic 
reform programme in the past 
two days. On Friday parliament 
failed to confir m M arek Dab- 
rowski, a monetarist candidate, 
as new Central Bank governor. 


Rival South African leaders sign 


peace pact as carnage continues 


JOHANNESBURG, South Afri- 
ca (AF) —Black and white lead- 
ers Saturday signed a peace pact 
to end political violence as 
thousands of armed Zulus de- 
monstrated outside the confer- 


Africans yearning for peace are 
upon us. We dare not fail them,” 
Mr. De Klerk told the confer- 


ence. 

Police said at least 14 people 
were killed overnight in Mack 
townships surroun ding Johannes - 1 


'eiision soared when some 
3,000 Zulus of the Inkatha Free- 
dom Party, wearing red head- 
bands and armed with clubs, 
spears and shields, appeared 
without warning outside the 
downtown hotel where the peace 
conference was being held. 

Police and soldiers in ■ combat 
gear with armoured vehicles ring- 
ed the dancing and chanting 
Zulus. The Zulus refused a police 
request to surrender their 
weapons, but there were no con- 
frontations. 

President F.W. de Klerk, Afri- 
can National Congress President 
Nelson Mandela, Inkatha leader 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi and 
dozens of political, religious and 
civic leaders signed the pad. 

'“I believe that today is an 
historic day. The eyes of all South 


ence. 

But some radical white and 
black leaders either boycotted the 
meeting altogether or said they 
would not sign the pact because 
they did not believe it would 
work. 

Previous peace agreements 
have failed, and many political 
leaders and observers doubt the 
new accord can end the violence. 

The pad, arranged by church 
and dvic leaders, is intended to 
end the political violence that has 
claimed about 6,000 fives in re- 
cent years. Political leaders on all 
sides agree the violence mud end 
if a multiracial democracy is to be 
constructed. 

The agreement attempts to end 
violence by setting up strict moni- 
toring controls and outlines stan- 
dards for political conduct 

The pad forbids provocative 
statements or actions; promotes 
political toleration; sets codes of 
conduct for political parties and 
the security forces; calls for re- 
co n st rcn tion of communities hit 
by violence and provides for spe- 
cial courts to deal with political 


violence. 

The government and the ANC 
reached a ceasefire in August 
1990, and Mr. Mandela and Dr. 
Buthelezi agreed to peace terms 
in January. In both instances, die 
violence raged on. 

Mr. Mandela, speech inter- 
rupted several times by applause, 
said the ANC, the largest blade 
opposition group, bad serious 
doubts about the- pact, but would 
sign for peace. He did sot spell 
out the ANCs reserrations. 

“We have accepted that in an 
accord of this nature compromise 
is absolutely essential. That there 
must be give and take and for that 
reason we have come here to sign 
accord,” he said. 

Dr. Buthelezi carfier dismissed 
the latest peace plan, saying he 
saw no reason why it would suc- 
ceed where others failed. 

More militant black leaden 
said they would not sign die 
peace pact because they believed 
the gov ern ment was responsible 
for the violence. They raid they 
would not cooperate with the 
white minority government in 
bodies created by the pact to end 
the violence. 

“The accord fails sadly in iden- 


tifying the causes of the vio- 
lence," said Pas Africanist Con- 
gress President GLareiice Makwe- 
tu. “We cannot serve in apartheid 
structures.” 

Pro-apartheid white political 
groups, which oppose Mr. De 
Berk’s moves to end apartheid 
and share power with the black 
majority, boycot te d the meeting. 

Amines Trennricht, leader of 
tiie pro-apartheid Con se r v a ti ve 
Party, said his fbOowezs would 
never submit to “black damna- 
tion.” He said whites would oust 
the De Klerk government. 

“It is not an act of treason to 
mobffisfe a nation to get rid of an 
undemocratic gover nm ent,” be 
said in a speech Friday night. 

The meeting began with the 
scores of delegates standing for a 
minute of silence as a tribute to 
the people who have died in the 
violence, and mnltidenornxna- 
tional prayers were offered for 
peace.' 

Pofice said Saturday at least 14 
more 'people were killed over- 
night in fighting in black 
tow nship s around Joh ann e sb urg. 
Police spokesman Maj. Brace 
Anderson said the dead were shot 
or hacked to death. 


Mitterrand, 

Sihanouk 


agree on 
Paris 

peace talks 


PARIS (R) — French President 
Francois Mitterrand and Cambo- 
dia’s Prince Sihanouk agreed 
Saturday to hold a peace confer- 
ence m Paris in six weeks to try to 
end 12 years of rivfl war in the 
Asian country. 

Prince Sihanouk told reporters 
the conference would open on 
Oct 31 — his birthday — when a 
m i ni s teri al agreement on a poli- 
tical settlement is dne to be 
signed. 

“We are reaching the end of 
the tunnel. We can see the tight, 
the sun of freedom, 'peace and 
national reconciliation,” he said 
after meeting Mr. Mitterrand at 
the Elysee Palace. 

French officials said Mr. Mit- 
terrand expressed satisfaction 
that conditions were at last ripe 
for a return to peace. 

A first Paris peace confere n ce 
failed two years ago amid squab- 
bling between the Phnom Penh 
government and the three guerril- 
la movements, including the 
Khmer Rouge, opposed to it. 

Prince Sihanouk said he had 
worked out with French author- 
ities a compromise on one of the 
outstanding issues — over winch 
voting system to use in elections 
scheduled for 1992. 

The guerrillas want nationwide 
proportional representation, 
while the government insists on a 
wirmer-take-aD system based on 
constituencies. 


Democrats spice campaign 
with anti-Bush rhetoric 


WASHINGTON (R) — A sud- 
den influx of Democratic conten- 
ders in the U.S. presidential race 
is heating up the campaign rhe- 
toric aimed at Republican Presi- 
dent George Bush. 

Just weeks ago . Democrats 
feared there would be a shortage 
of candidates to challenge the 
highly popular Bush. 

Now, as many as seven Demo- 
crats have either declared their 
candidacy or may soon do so, and 
■ some are stepping up their 
attacks cm Mr. Bush. 

Less than five months remain 
until the primary season begins 
with party preference votes in 
Iowa on Feb. 10 and a primary 
election in New Ha m ps hi re the 
following week. 

The party votes, known as cau- 
cuses, and fee primaries, which are 
more like regular popular elec- 
tions, will select delegates to the 
Democrats’ national presidential 
nominating conve n t i on in New 
York in July. 

When Virginia Governor 
Dqoglas Wilder Launched his can- 
didacy Friday, he (Ed so with 
particularly hush words for the 
president’s handling of a fight in 
Congress over civil rights legisla- 
tion deagned to mato it easier for 
Macks and others to fight job 
baas. 

“When was the last time we 
had a president of the United 
States who went out of his way to 
raise the phony and divisive issue 
of racial quotas in hopes of turn- 
ing bade the dock of dvfl rights?” 
Mr. Wilder, who is Mack, asked 
cheering s upp orters . 

“Instead of healing leadership, 
he affins divisive rhetoric that can 
only result in pitting one group of 


Americans a gswnur another.” 

National Democratic Chair- 
man Ron Brown haded Mr. Wil- 
der's entry into the race with Iris 
own (fig at Mr. Bosh. 

“While George Bush substi- 
tutes photo ops (opport un ities), 
for presidential leadership. 
Democrats will continue - to work 
on our nation’s most p res sin g 
problems with real action,” Mr. 
Brown said. 

On Sunday, criticism is likely 
to mount again when one erf 
Congress's most fiery o ra tors 
announces his candidacy. 

Senator Tom Harkm of Iowa, 
touring the country to dram ap 
support for his candidacy, usgmly 
refers to Mr. Bush sarcastically 
by Ms full name, “George Her- 
bert Walker Bush.” 

Mr. Harkm says he is - trying to 
contrast Mr. Bush’s Connecticut 
millionaire background and pri- 
vileged origins with his own 
popuHst ideology and hnmMe be- 
g inning s in Iowa. 

Mr. Bush is not taking all this 
lying down. 

Addressing a rally in Phi- 
ladelpbta Thursday, tw attacked a 
favourite target, the Democratic- 
con trolled Congress. 

“Congress seems inert," Mr. 
Bosh said. “They go after me on 
*no domestic agenda’ and yet... 
their domestic agenda is to attack 
my domestic agenda.” 

Acknowledging Ms interest in 
foregjn affairs, be added in a 
reference to the Gulf war that 
there was “something wrong 
when we can push tire foreign 
forces out of Kuwait, but we can’t 
even get our domestic program- 
mes through. the United States 


Yugoslav army attacks 
to lift siege of barracks 


ZAGREB (AP) — The federal 
army said Saturday it had attack- 
ed Croatian for ce s imposing a 
blockade on its barracks in the 
eastern part of the battle-torn 
Yugoslav republic. 

The blockade imposed over- 
night by Croatian forces and tire 
swift mOitaxy response sharply 
escalated tensions as Croatia 
reeled from a series erf major 
nrifitaxy setbacks. 

A st a te m ent from the army 
gave few details of the ntifitaiy 
operation, hot Zagreb TV re- 
ported that the city of Yukovar 
had been bombed by three milit- 
ary jets. 

Its correspondent, r e potting to 
Zagreb Stndios by telephone 
from the eastern Croatian city, 
said he could see douds of smoke 
in the city. The line was then lost. 

The First Army District said in 
a statement that the blockade left 
it wti l two choices: “The fost is 
to abandon units in Croatia to 
hunger and destruction, and tire 
other is to take decisive measures 
to save them." 

“We decided on the second 
option, because there was no 
other solution,” the statement 
said. 

“The action which we started 
at 1330 has a limited aim and fa 
solely defensive in character,” it 
said. 

The military said tint its garri- 
sons in Osijek, Slavonski Brod, 
Slavonska Pogeza and Vukovar 
had been blockaded, and that 
soldiers in Vukovar had received 
no fresh food since Aug. 25. 

Blockades mqxned throughout 
Croatia deprived federal troops 
of food, water and 

The decision to blockade 


racks and the detention of a 
senior army officer after Ms heli- 
copter was forced down Friday 
a pparently were Croatia’s re- 
sponse to a series of serious losses 
throughout the republic in recent 
days. 

Croatia, and some Western 
governments, accuse the army of 
assisting tire Serb guerrillas. The 
military repeatedly has denied it, 
saying it in te rven e s in the ethnic 
fighting only to separate the two 
rides. 

By seizing the strategic town of 
Kosta jnica and dosing in on tire 
major Adriatic ports of Zadar 
and Sibenik, the Serbs practically 
cut Croatia into three parts. One 
Croatian guardsman was ldOed 
overnight near Sibenik, Croatian 
rarfio repented. 

Steel girder tank traps and oil 
tankers flocked roads in the 
capital Zagreb, and barracks 
were already blockaded in the 
Adriatic cities of Split, Zadar and 
Pula, police officials said. 

Barricades also were erected in 
Varazxfin, 90 kilometres north- 
east of Zagreb, Sbwondri Bred 
on the Bosnia bolder, and Kario- 
vac south of Zagreb. 

The army said its airports in 
Zagreb and Zadar are “practical- 
ly cut off from the rest of the 
world.” Id an earlier statement it 
said it would use “all available 
means” to end the blockade. 

In tire main Adriatic port Split, 
the local military commander 
threatened an air raid on the city 
if water and electricity supplies 
were not resumed to his troops, 
HINA said. 

The militaiy dosed Split air- 
port to militaiy and dvflhm traf- 


‘Russia 
alone will 


handle 


Japanese 

relations’ 


MOSCOW (R) — A senior offi- 
cial from the Russian Federation 
has said that his republic, not the 
Soviet Union, would handle rela- 
tions with Japan and settle a 
te rritoria l (fispute dating back to 
World War IL 

Ruslan Khasbulatov, acting 
chairman of the Russian Parlia- 
ment, said it was time to abandon 
a long-held Soviet position of 
viewing relations with Japan as 
those between wartime victor and 
loser. 

“Naturally what we have in 
mind fa Russo-Japanese relations, 
not relations between Japan and 
tire Soviet Union,” he told foe 
Soviet News Agency (*.' SS) af- 
ter returning from Tokyo- 

“Consequently, the entire 
spectrum of problems will be 
regulated within the framework# 
of Russo-Japanese relations. We 
are taking it upon ourselves to 
settle the disputes and sign a 
peace treaty.” 

Mr. Khasbulatov said the ter- 
ritorial (fispute over four islands 
occupied by the 3 ~iet army at 


the end of World Wan 3 “should 
be solved within the framework 
of p rep ara tion for the signing of a 
peace treaty” and the islands 
should be demilitarised. 

' Tokyo has refused to sign a 
peace treaty or grant substantial 1 
econ omi c aid to tire Soviet Union 


until the (fispute over the four 
islands off not th e m Japan fa re- 
sonrcoL 


Cuba wants parallel withdrawal 
of Soviet and U.S. forces 


HAVANA (R) — Comnnmfat- 
niled Cuba said Saturday a Soviet 
troop pullout from Cuban soil 
Jffould leave it open to U.S. 
attack and it demanded a simul- 
taneous withdrawal of U.S. 
forces stationed at a naval base 
on the island. 


Signalling a widening rift with 
its long-standing su p e rp o w e r ally, 
the Cuban gover nment bitterly 
reproached Soviet President 
Mikh ail Gorbachev for makmg 
a surprise announcement 
Wednesday of talks to w i t h d r aw 
11,000 Soviet troops from~Cuba. 

“The unilateral, ™«wiitinniii 
decision by the Soviet Union, 
made without' consultation, to 
withdraw its militaiy contingent, 
fa equivalent to a green fight to 
tire United States to cany out its 
aggressive plans against Cuba,” it 
said in a statement. 


Cuba wanted to negotiate a 
simultaneous w i th draw al of the 
Soviet military contingent of 
U.S. forces occupying the Guan- 
tanamo Naval Base in eastern 
Cuba, the statem e nt, published 
by tire Cuban Co m m un ist Party 
newspaper Gnmma, said. 


“It would be immoral and un- 
justifiable to accept... that a 
Yankee base and its forces of 
aggression should remain on 
Cuban territory while the Soviet 
military unit withdraws,” it 
added. 

The U.S. has several hundred 
military personnel, tnr Jmfi ng a 
reinforced Marine company, at 
the Guantanamo Bay Naval Base 
Cuba’s southeast coast about 
1,000 kilometres f rom Havana. . 


Cuban President Fidel Castro 
has called for a U.S. withdrawal 
from Guantanamo almost since 
he took power in a 1959 revolu- 
tion that toppled right-wing dicta- 
tor Fnlgentio Batista. 

Cuba said in the statement it 
was ready to sign an accord on 
the withdrawals guaranteed by 
the United Nations which should 
indode confidence-boildmg mea- 
sures such as an end to U.S. 
.mSStaiy manoeuvres simulating 
mock invasions of the island. 

The row over the Soviet troop 
pullout was the dearest sign yet 
that the 30- year-old Cuban- 
Soviet p ar tnership, long a thorn 
in the side erf the United States, 
was finally weakening. 

Cuba’s gov e rnment said U.S. 
President Geoige Bush was rub- 
bing hfa .hands with glee in the. 
belief that Cuba had been aban- 
doned to its fete by its kmg-time 
ally, the Soviet Union. 

The s tatem en t expressed deep 
Qnhan anger and dj y i jyn i n tmiwt 
at the planned Soviet troop with- 
drawal. 

It said the Soviet nrifitaxy con- 
tingent in Cuba was a combat- 
ready and fiilly-eqtiipped tralnyig 
brigade which had been there 
since foe end of the October 1962 


crisis. 

“Its strength fa not numerically 
. significant for Cuba’s militaxy de- 
fence but it did have a deep 
significance as an expression of 
(Soviet) friendship and solidarity 
hi the face of U.S. threats,” the 
Cuban statement said. 

It made dear Cuba felt the 
Soviet Union, its political mentor 
and main economic supplier, had 


caved in to U.S. demands. 

“It’s dcar talks were held and 
concessions were made to the 
United States about Cuba, acced- 
ing to U.S. demands, without a 
single word being discussed with 
our country,” the statement said. 

It recalled that Moscow had 
also not bothered to consult Cuba . 
when it agreed with Washington 
in 1962 to withdraw its nuclear 
mfariles from the island after a 
stand-off that brought the world 
to the brink of nuclear war. This 
had been a “painful and un- 
forgettable” experience for 
Cuba, the sta te m en t said. 

The -Cuban gove r n m ent criti- 
cised as “extremely modest” calls 
made by Soviet Fbrtign Minister 
Boris Pankm Friday for U.S. 
concessi on s to accompany the 
Soviet troop withdrawal from 
Cuba. 

Mr. Pankin sought as arms 
reduction at the U.S. base at 
Guantanamo, a reduction in the 
number of U.S. rw fling 

there and prior warning of any 
U.S. nnEtary manoeuvres. 

Cuba said there was no guaran- 
tee the United States would abide 
by this, “especially now it feels 
ace the owner of ‘the world.” 

The statement went on that 
Cubans would have to make 
“really heroic and superhum an 
efforts” to face the hardships 
likely to be caused by the Chang: 
mg position of the Soviet Union. 

Increasing disruption to Soviet 
supplies has already worsened 
shortages on the island but Mr. 
Castro has said Cuba wiD never 
aban do n its one-party Commun- 
ist system. 


Japan prepares law lor peace force 


TOKYO (R) — Japan's ruJiog party fa prepa ri n g to send 
legislation to parfiameat next week to pave the way to send 
Japanese troops oveneas for the first time since Worm War R, 
newspapers said Saturday. The rating Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) is proceeding with plans to present a bill to parfiamenl 
despite the' feck of progress in talks Friday with a Htttrist 
oppositio n party, the rrewspa p ere reported. The Japanese cabinet 
fa expected to ap p r ove Thursday the peace-keeping operations 
(PKO) bill as die first step toward wealing a force to contribute to 
United Nations peacekeeping activities. Parfiament has until Od. 
4, when the entreat session ends, to approve the legislation. The 
ruling party plans to push the legislation through parfiament with 
the backing of one centrist party, the Kooocito or dean 
gover nm ent party, the reports said. A second centrist group, the 
Democr a tic Socialist Party, dropped out of negotiations Friday 
after tire LDP refined to include a provision in the Mil requiring 
parliamentary approval to send troops overseas. 


5 arrested fn murder of Arizona monks 


PHOENIX, Arizona (R) — Five men were arrested for foe 
e x ec u ti o n-style murders of six monks and three others in a 
Buddhist temple near Phoenix last mouth and police 'said the 
suspects were high ou crack cocaine (h irin g the carnage. Maricopa 
County Sheriff Tom Agnos said one of the mem had been charged 
with nine counts of murder and similar charges were pending 
against the other four. All five of them, he said, mistakenly 
believed the temple was fuB of valuables. Agnos told a news 
co n fe ren ce that law e n force m ent agencies, inducting the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and the Drag Enforcement 
Administration, were seeking three other suspects in the killings 
at the Wat Promkunaram Buddhist t em ple. Six monks, a novice, 
a temple worker and the novice’s grandmother were each lolled 
with a single shot to the bade of the head as they lay face down on 
the temple floor. Agnos said authorities believed they were shot 
one by one as each refused to say where the temple’s “riches” 
were. He said the men mi s tak e nl y believed there was a vast board 
erf vahsrbics and cadi in the temple. 


Liberian rebels ‘Invade’ Sierra Leone 


ABIDJAN, Ivory Coast (AP) — Liberian rebel leader Charles 
Taylor's fences have invaded Sierra Leone and taken control of an 
Imp o r t ant bonier bridge, a spokesman for Mr. Taylor said. Mr. 
Taylor’s troops advanced 8-24 kflometres into Sara Leone to 
Mode an attack by r e mnan t s of forces loyal to slain Liberian 
Presadeot ■ Samuel Doe, said Mr. Taylor spokesman Ernest 
Friday. Mr. Taylor has accused Siena Leone and the 
United States of s up po r t in g the offensive by Mr. Doe’s forces. 
The United States has denied involvement in the attack against 
Mr. Taylor's positions, and has supported Siena Leone's charges 
that Mr. Taylor’s fighters invaded its t e rri t or y in May. Sierra 
Leone says Mr. Taylor fa trying to force it to cut off support for a 
six-nation West African peacekeeping force that has blocked Mr. 
Taylor’s advance toward the Liberian capital of Monrovia. Mr. 
■ FjM±miin* K statement dnrmg a press ermfermee came on the eve (rf 
a new round of Liberian peace talks scheduled to be held in 
Yamoussoukro, Ivory Coast He said Mr. Taylor has no intention 
of holding Sierra Leone territory, but wants to set up a security 
zone to Mode further invas io ns. 


Sri Lankan troops kill 10 rebels 


COLOMBO (AP) — Government troops killed at least 10 ethnic 
Tamil rebels during a drive to destroy rebel camps in the thick 
northeastern jungle, military officials said Saturday. The offen- 
sive launched on Aug. 29 fa the government's biggest since the 
Liberation Tigers of Thmfi Edam began their separatist war in 
1983. Scape 410 guerrillas and 41 soldiers have been killed in the 
past two weeks. After the fighting Friday, the government said its 
troops were poised to attack a rebel camp in die northeastern 
Mnlfitivn district of this island nation off the southern coast erf 
India. Troops last month r eportedly overran a guerrilla t raining 
centre, and the military says there are at leas t 10 more camps in 
the jungles, about 200 kflometres northeast of Colombo. The 
rebels retreated into the jungle after they lost a major battle last 
mouth at Elephant Pass further north. 


Bush steps up support for Thomas 


WASHINGTON (R) — President George Bush fa stepping up his 
effo rt s to win confirmation for Clarence Thomas as a Supreme 
Court justice as the nominee nears the end of hfa testimony before 
the Senate Judiciary Committee. A high-tech gfitefa foiled Mr. 
Bush’s efforts to broadcast via satellite a video press release in 
suppor t of Mr. Thomas and Robot Gates, hfa nominee to head 
the Central Intelligence Agency. When the broadcast on the 
Tdstar satellite network failed, the White House released Mr. 
Bush's s tateme n t the oM-feshkmed way — on video tape. “Now 
the nation knows what I know — Clarence Thomas fa a 
magnificent American,” Mr. Bush said the brief statement as 
Thomas finished hfa fourth day of questioning by committee 
members. “The hearings have revealed his war n id i, hfa grace, his 
mtenectualvitaBty.”“Thfa fa no time for special i n terests to Mock 
this important appointment,” Mr. Bush added. “As tire Senate 
continues its deliberations, I am confident it will agree that Judge 
Thomas fa the right man for the Supreme Court.” - 


Downed plane ‘was missing key screws’ 


HOUSTON (R) — Aircraft mechanics apparently failed to 
replace 43 screws on the horizo n tal staMfiser of a Continental 
Airlines commuter plane the night before it cradled into a Texas 
cornfield, investigators said Friday. National T ran sportation 
Safety Board chairman Tames Kbtetad refused to blame the 
maintenance crew for the crash that killed all 14 people aboard, 
but said that the plane should not have been flying. “Obviously 
the plane should not have left the hangar without die scre w s ," he 
Cold a news conference Friday night in Columbus, Texas, about 
120 kflometres west of Houston. On Sept. 11, mechanics were 


supposed to replace a rubberised de-icer that fa part of the plane's 
horizontal stabiliser on Ok taflwing, Mr. Kobtad said. 


Typhoon Kinna kills 6 in Japan 


TOKYO (R) — Typhoon Kuma swept southern Japan with heavy 
rain and strong winds Saturday, tiffing at least six people and 
injuring 22, police said. The typhoon capsized boats, wrecked 
houses and d far n p t e d -electricity supplies. Travellers camped at 
railway stations and airports as services were cancelled. Japanese 
Airimes cancelled 37 ffigfats from Tokyo's domestic Hancda 
Airport, an aiiport spokeswoman said. Flights from the interna- 
tional airport, Narita, were not disrupted, a spokesman said. 
Waves up to eight metres bigi overturned a small fishing boat 
carrying four people off the southern island erf Okinawa Friday. 
One person was killed, one reached the shore and two were still 
missing, the Maritime Safety Agency said. The typhoon also 
killed a woman when ha barn collapsed, two people (Bed when 
their houses fell in and two were killed by fl ying debris. The 
M&eorological Agency said Kama was hearfing northeast at 5Q 
kph and was forecast to move out into the Pacific Ocean Sunday 


White House backs B-2 Stealth bomber 


WASHINGTON (R) — The White House has ex pr e ss ed confi- 
dence in the troubled B-2 Stealth bomber despite the aircraft’s 
failure of a key radar-evasion test “Obviously , we think the B-2is 
a good plane, it’s a good project," White House spokesman 
Martin Fitzwater told reporters when asked to co mmi t on a 
Defence Department announcement that the aircraft foiled a key 
test in California on July 26. Pentagon spo kesman Fete Williams 
s^ Thursday that a B-2 test plane had fefled to meet strict 


had been reported to Defence Secretary Dick Cheney and 



Soviet film wins « 
Golden Lion * 
Award at Venice 


>• 


VENICE (AP) — The Soviet a* 
Urga, about a shepherd's trip 
through Mongolia in s e ar ch of 
contraceptives to obey Cfanfs 

birth control taw, won fee Gw- 
den lion Award Sautisy* at fee 
Venice Film Festival. Nikita 
Michalkov, known for hfa prize- 
winmng Od Gome (Black Eyes), 
filmed Urga in Mongolia using 
non-professional actora speaking 
Russian. Chinese and M on g oitaa . 
Michalkov said he chose thetcsgfc 
“because people in RuuU see 
now too busy d e al in g with fee 
past.” The film’s tide refers to a 
law, that also is used as a sym- 
bol to be buried in front efa teat 
where a couple fa making love. 
Portugal’s veteran director 
Manuel De Oliveira won the 
jury’s special prize for hfa “tt- 
vina Comedra,” set hr an insane 
asylum, wlierc demented patients 
question Western values. The 
jury divided the Silver Lion Prate 
among three films — American 
Director Terry Gilliam’s The 
Fishier King, J’ Emends Plus La 
Gmtare (I Can’t Hear the Guitar) 
by Philippe Garrel of France, and 
Red Lantern by China's ZJraqg 
Yimou. The jury also awarded a 
Golden Lion for career actoeve- 
ment to actor Gian Maria 
Volonte, the star Of Una Storia 
Semplice, (A Simply St ory). Th e 
film by Emidio Greco recounted 
the story of a drag- trafficking 
pofice chief investigating himself. 


Chinese stamp 
collection fetches 
$3J million 


LONDON (AP) — One of the 
world’s great collections of 
Chinese stamps, assembled by 
Maj. James Starr of Philadelphia, 
was finally Aspersed after a 
three-day sale which realised 
£2^01,463 (S3.74 millioft). Tte 
total more than doubted the best 
pre-sale estimate. “All the 993 
lots were sold which fa matt 
unusual in any sale of an yt hing. ” 
said auctioneer Richard Ashton 
as the ladders and onlookers de- 
parted from Sotheby's mam auc- 
tion room in Bond Street. Mogt 
were from Hong Kong, Taiwan 
and Singapore. A huge photo- 
graph of Maj. Starr in bis UJL 
cavalry full-dress uniform stood 
near the rostrum. He was a mill- 
ing engineer who served in Puer- 
, to Rfco in the Spanish- Americas war 
of 1898 and died in 3943 at age. 
77. The 24 black volumes which 
originally held his stamps west 
behind the rostrum. They bad 
remained in a Philadelphia bank 
vault since his death until un- 
wrapped last- year. The auction 
home titled the sale catalogue 
"Hidden Treasures." The 
stamps, many of them famous 
rarities and some unique, were 
sold by Maj. Starr’s only grand- 
child, retired teacher Daniel 
Blaim Jr., who remained at bis 
home in Nova Scotia, Canada.: 


Navratilova wants 
ex-lover to drop, 
any plans for book 
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FORT WORTH, Texas (R) — 
Tennis star Martina Navratilova 
has said she would not agree to 
pay palimony to her former five-; 
in lover Judy Nelson mioBt Msi 
Nelson drops plans to write a 
book about their affair. “Basical* 
ly I*m tired and disa ppointed that 
the only way she seems capable of 
making a living is somehow 
through me," Ms. Navratilova 
said at the conclusion of sb 
emotion-laden four-day court 
hearing on a palimony lawsuit 
filed by Ms. Nelson. Both women 
displayed flashes of t em p er dur- 
ing the bearing and tur-h burst 
into tears several times. Ms. Nav- 
ratilova stormed out of court 
angrily stamsmg k 
door after a brief priv a te meeting 
with Ms. Nelson, a 45-year-old 
divorced mother of two. She said 
the case could have been setthd 
out-of-court if Ms. Nelson had 
agreed not to write a book. “The 
reason I stormed oat of there and 
fee reason the case fa not settled 
is because Jody insists on ha v in g 
the rights to write about on 
rtoty, or her story, rather,” said 
fee 34-yer-okl nme-fene Wimble* 
don singles champion. “General- 
ly speaking, when you do rhvoree 
s f t riemerns or whatever, port of 
the setthttnent is that there wfe he 
no farther publicity fed. 

matter.” But Ms. Nelson said 
pnvacy was not fee issue. “Far 
“e it goes modi, deeper than 
feat, she said. “It's an American 
jjjjL my freedom of speech." 
"That relationship was very spe- 

gjjjj* N^n^SdofS affrirtlirt 
began when she met Ms. Navrari- 
p 4 at a Fort Worth toaraasnest 
m IS84. “She fa a very special, 
person in my fife.” y 
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